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lectures and  pract ical  work given, for example,  in this  
Univers i ty ,  for the degree of M. Sc. (Crystal lography),  
b y  specialists in each field. 

To be able to run  an  X- ray  equipment ,  to measure and  
in terpre t  X- r ay  photographs,  to complete a s t ructure  
analysis  and  write a paper  on i t  is not a sufficient t ra in ing  
for a modern  crystal lographer,  a n y  more t han  to be able 
to car ry  out  a complicated chemical analysis  is sufficient 
t ra in ing  for a chemist.  Most of us know this, bu t  have not  
faced the implications,  because we prefer research to 
pedagogy. Bu t  this  is not  the way  in which the best  
research is u l t ima te ly  done. Perhaps  i t  is a p i ty  t h a t  we 
call our science 'Crys ta l lography ' ,  when i t  is real ly  the 
s t u d y  of the solid state,  wi th  all t h a t  t h a t  implies. 

I am clear t h a t  while t ra ined  chemists,  biochemists,  
physicists ,  geologists, engineers or ma themat i c i ans  m a y  
eventua l ly  make  good crystal lographers,  the  t ra in ing of 
a real ly first-class crystal lographer  mus t  include some- 
th ing  of all these sciences and  does, in fact,  meri t  much  
more careful p lanning  t han  i t  has h i ther to  had. Crystallo- 
g r aphy  could be a first-degree subject  in itself, wi th  these 
other  subjects  as necessary or desirable ancillaries, and 
wi th  branches of c rys ta l lography as subsequent  fields for 
specialization. 

Meanwhile I ma in ta in  t h a t  the  places where even a 
par t i a l ly  adequate  t ra in ing  in c rys ta l lography can be 
obta ined are few indeed, not  more perhaps  t h a n  a dozen. 
I should be glad to be proved wrong. 

N o t e s  a n d  N e w s  

Announcements and other items of crystallographic interest will be published under this heading at the discretion of the 
Editorial Board. Copy should be sent direct to the British Co-editor (R. C. Evans, Crystallographic Laboratory, 
Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge, England). 

International  Union of Crystal lography 
The Union  has received the following most  generous 
donat ions  as contr ibut ions  towards the expenses of i ts  
publ icat ions:  

F rom the Nether lands  Organizat ion for Pure  Research  
(Z.W.O.) the sum of fl. 15,000 (approximate ly  £1,500) 
for Structure Reports. 

From Messrs CIBA A. G. the sum of Swiss fr. 2,000 
(approximate ly  £165) for Acta Crystallographica. 

C o m m i s s i o n  on 
Crystal lographic  Nomenclature  

The Execut ive  Commit tee  has accepted the recommenda-  
t ion of the Commission t h a t  E. W. Nuffield (Canada) 
should be co-opted on to the Commission. 

Conference on Defects in Crystalline Solids 
The H.  H.  Wills Physica l  Labora to ry  of the Univers i ty  
of Bristol,  England ,  in co-operation wi th  the Inter-  
na t ional  Union  of Pure  and  Applied Physics  (par t icular ly  
i ts  Commission on the Physics  of the Solid State) and  
wi th  The Ins t i t u t e  of Physics ,  is organizing a conference 
on 'Defects in Crystal l ine Solids' from 13 to 17 J u l y  1954 
in Bristol.  While not  excluding other subjects  in the field 
the organizers propose to give par t icular  a t t en t ion  to 
defects such as dissolved atoms,  vacancies and  2'-centres, 
to microwave resonance methods  of invest igat ing thei r  
properties,  and  to the w a y  in which t hey  re-act  wi th  
dislocations. Thus dislocations will be discussed in their  
chemical  aspects, as influencing diffusion and  precipita-  

t ion  in the  solid state,  r a the r  t h a n  in relat ion to plast ic  
flow. 

I t  is hoped t h a t  a number  of authors  from overseas 
will personal ly  present  the i r  papers,  and  wi th  this  in 
mind  the Conference has  been ar ranged to follow immedi- 
a te ly  after  the  General Assembly of the In te rna t iona l  
Union  of Pure  and  Applied Physics .  

Board  and  lodging will be provided in Wills Hal l  
(a s tuden t  hall  of residence) on special terms,  or a t  hotels. 

The Conference is open to a n y  scientist  in teres ted in 
this  field, subject  to the  l imi ta t ions  of accommodat ion.  

F u r t h e r  par t iculars  m a y  be obta ined from the  Secre- 
t a ry ,  H . H .  Wills Phys ica l  Labora tory ,  Roya l  For t ,  
Bristol  8, England,  or from the Secretary,  The Ins t i t u t e  
of Physics ,  47, Belgrave Square, London  S.W. 1, England.  
Those wishing to a t t end  the Conference are asked to 
app ly  to the  former, mark ing  the envelope '1954 Confer- 
ence' and  s ta t ing  whether  t hey  wish to be accommodated  
a t  Wills Hal l  or a t  an  hotel  and  for w h a t  n ights  accom- 
modat ion  is required. 

Photoelast ic i ty  and Photoplast ic i ty  
The In te rna t iona l  Union  of Theoret ical  and  Applied 
Mechanics annpunces t h a t  a Colloquium on the above 
subject  will be held in Brussels, Belgium, from 29 to 31 
J u l y  1954. The Union  also announces t h a t  a Colloquium 
on the Solid Sta te  will be held in Madrid, Spain, dur ing 
1955. 

Crystal lographers  interested are invi ted  to a t t end  
these meet ings;  fur ther  informat ion m a y  be obta ined 
from the Secretary of the Union (F. H.  van  den Dungen,  
48 avenue de l'Arbal@te, Boitsfort ,  Brussels, Belgium). 


