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Introduction 1
1.1 Introduction to this Scientific Technical Report (STR)

Since several decades it is well-known that the observed decadal variations of the length of day (LOD)
and polar motion cannot be completely explained by geophysical processes in atmosphere, hydrosphere
and cryosphere and by external forces. Therefore, a significant part of them must be explained by pro-
cesses in the deep Earth’s interior. Observed correlations between decadal variations of the rotational
parameters and the geomagnetic field suggest that processes in the Earth’s core are responsible for
the excitation of rotational variations: one part of the angular momentum of the fluid motions in the
Earth’s core, generating also variations of the magnetic field, is transferred to the mantle by (different)
mechanisms of core-mantle coupling.

Physically possible are the electromagnetic (EM), topographic, viscous and gravitational coupling.
Which of them can contribute significantly to the Earth’s rotation depends on the values of the pa-
rameters of the core-mantle transition zone like the electric conductivity of the mantle respectively the
topographic height of the core-mantle boundary (CMB). The magnitude of the viscous torque is very
small also for extreme assumptions of the outer-core viscosity so that the viscous coupling as a possi-
ble mechanism will be conventionally ruled out. The other types of coupling are the subject of several
reports, where this STR deals with the EM coupling.

In this report, we will present the complete derivation of analytical expressions of the EM coupling
torque in dependence on the parameters of the fields contributing to it. For this, we choose a special set
of spherically harmonic (SH) base functions and present all major steps of the derivation. Our report will
be (i) closer to a lecture note than to a scientific paper and should give all readers the possibility to follow
the derivations with the related details in the appendix, and can be (ii) used as a formulary for scientists
working on this special field of investigation.

1.2 Introduction to the electromagnetic core-mantle coupling

EM core-mantle coupling torques are produced by two processes: (i) temporal variations of the geo-
magnetic field induce electric currents, j, in the conducting part of the mantle, and (ii) currents produced
in the core cross the CMB and leak into the mantle. The currents in the mantle produce a Lorentz
force, j ×B, on it by their interaction with the geomagnetic field, B. A theoretical description of these
processes was first given by Rochester (1960, 1962). In the following, different author contribute to the
development of a more comprehensive theory of the EM core-mantle coupling (e.g. Roberts, 1972; Stix
& Roberts, 1984; Greiner-Mai, 1987, 1993; Holme, 1998a,b, 2000; Greiner-Mai et al., 2007), where the
last uses partially the formalism developed here.

In the following, we explain by what our report differs from other investigation. In appendix B.4, we
show that the torque computation can be reduced to a surface integral over the CMB. This means that we
must know the geomagnetic field at the CMB. Because a non-zero conductivity is a precondition for the
existence of electric currents, we have to determine the geomagnetic field at the CMB from its observed
values at the Earth’s surface by an inverse solution of the induction equation of the mantle. Recently,
Ballani et al. (2002) developed an algorithm for a rigorous inversion of the mantle induction equation to
infer the poloidal geomagnetic field at the CMB from its values at the Earth’s surface. In this report, we
use the results of this so-called non-harmonic downward continuation (NHDC), and refer for details to
the literature. The formalism for the calculation of the EM torque is adapted here to this most modern
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2

method of field continuation to the CMB and differs therein from those used in earlier investigations of
EM coupling.

Another difference is that we use the orthonormal complex spherical harmonic (SH) base functions
(e.g. Varshalovich et al., 1989) for the SH representations (SHR) of the fields involved in the torque
computation. This enables us to apply related (existent) software, e.g. to solve numerically the coupling
integrals based on Clebsch-Gordan coefficients (see e.g. section 3.3). Usually, the SHR of the geo-
magnetic field at the Earth’s surface, the coefficients of which are our input data, are real functions and
are given in Schmidt’s normalization. The use of these field representations (and those derived from
them) requires a transformation between both variants of SHR. Beside of basic relations and angular
derivatives of the orthonormal SH needed for the torque computation, these transformations are given
in appendices A and E.

Finally, the toroidal magnetic field, BT, which generates the major part of the EM torque, must be
known at the CMB. To determine this BT in the conducting part of the mantle, we have to solve the
induction equation for the toroidal field at least as an initial-boundary value problem, for which we have
inferred a boundary condition at the CMB from the poloidal geomagnetic field and the velocity field at
the top of the core, respectively, shown in chapter 3. For the velocity field, u, at the CMB, we use values
computed according to Wardinski (2004). In our report, we imply that the SH coefficients of u are given
as input data.
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Basic equations 2
In the following section, we shortly summarize the basic equations used for the derivation of the electro-
magnetic coupling (EM) torques between the Earth’s core and mantle. The EM torque is created by the
Lorentz force density, F

F = j ×B, (2.1)

where j is the density of the electric current and B is the magnetic flux. With the definition of a torque,
it follows for the EM torque L,

L =
∫
V

r × ( j ×B) dV, (2.2)

where V is the volume of the conducting mantle. The induction equation is given by

rotB = µ0 j, (2.3)

where µ0 is the permeability of the vacuum. This yields the following expression for the EM torque:

L =
1
µ0

∫
V

r × (rotB ×B) dV. (2.4)

2.1 Magnetic stress tensor and surface integral of the EM torque

In the next step we express the EM torque by a surface integral. For the derivation, we follow basically
Rochester (1962). First, we define the magnetic stress tensor M, and second, we derive a relation
between the integrand of eq. (2.4) and M. We apply afterwards the tensor divergence theorem to
transform the volume into a surface integral of the core-mantle boundary, ΩCMB. In this section, we use
Einstein summation convention for a reduced notation. We define the magnetic stress tensor as follows:

M = Mjmej ⊗ em, (2.5)

Mjm =
1
µ0

(
BjBm −

1
2
BkBkδjm

)
. (2.6)

Here denotes ei an unit-base vector, ⊗ the dyadic vector product and δij Kronecker’s symbol. For the
comparison with the integrand in eq. (2.4), we need the expression

div M =
1
µ0

(
Bj

∂

∂xj
Bk + Bk

∂

∂xj
Bj −

1
2

∂(BnBn)
∂xk

)
ek

which reduces with

div B = 0 (2.7)

to

div M =
1
µ0

(
Bj

∂

∂xj
Bk −

1
2

∂(BnBn)
∂xk

)
ek. (2.8)

The detailed derivation for this expression is given in appendix B.1. For the term in braces in eq. (2.4),
we derived in appendix B.3 the following expression:

rotB ×B =
(

Bj
∂

∂xj
Bk −

1
2

∂(BnBn)
∂xk

)
ek. (2.9)
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4

The comparison of eq. (2.8) with eq. (2.9) yields

div M =
1
µ0

(rotB ×B) = (j ×B) . (2.10)

A symmetric tensor like M fulfills the condition (see appendix B.2)

r × div M = div (r ×M) . (2.11)

With this condition, we can transform the volume integral in eq. (2.4) by the tensor divergence theorem
into a surface integral:

L =
∫
V

r × div MdV,

=
∫
V

div (r ×M) dV,

=
∫
Ω

(r ×M) · n r2 dΩ, (2.12)

where the infinitesimal surface element in spherical coordinates is given by

dΩ = sinϑ dϑ dϕ, (2.13)

and Ω denotes the spherical surface integral. We can now express this surface integral by the magnetic
flux B using the definition of the magnetic stress tensor by eq. (2.6). The detailed derivation is given in
appendix B.4 and yields

L =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

[
(r ×B)(B · n)− (B)2

2
(r × n)

]
r2 dΩ. (2.14)

2.2 Cartesian components of the EM torque

In the following, we derive the Cartesian components of the EM torque L, whereas we use the compo-
nents of the magnetic flux, B in spherical coordinates. The Cartesian components are realized for the
Earth in the geocentric coordinate system. In spherical coordinates is valid

r ×B = −rBϕeϑ + rBϑeϕ, (2.15)

where

eϑ = ex cos ϑ cos ϕ + ey cos ϑ sinϕ− ez sinϑ, (2.16)

eϕ = −ex sinϕ + ey cos ϕ, (2.17)

r = r er. (2.18)

This yields for a spherical Earth with n = −er and r × n = 0 the expression

L = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

(r ×B)Br r2 dΩ, (2.19)

L = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

(−Bϕeϑ + Bϑeϕ)Br r3 dΩ. (2.20)

With the relation between the Cartesian and spherical base vectors, we can derive the Cartesian com-
ponents of the EM torque. Using the expression

L = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

Br

[
−Bϕ

(
ex cos ϑ cos ϕ + ey cos ϑ sinϕ− ez sinϑ

)
+ Bϑ

(
−ex sinϕ + ey cos ϕ

)]
r3 dΩ, (2.21)
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we can derive

Lx =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

Br(Bϕ cos ϑ cos ϕ + Bϑ sinϕ) r3 dΩ, (2.22)

Ly =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

Br(Bϕ cos ϑ sinϕ−Bϑ cos ϕ) r3 dΩ, (2.23)

Lz = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

BrBϕ sinϑ r3 dΩ. (2.24)

2.3 Poloidal / Toroidal decomposition

With respect to this decomposition, we mainly follow the notation of Krause & Rädler (1980). The basic
idea for the poloidal and toroidal decomposition is the representation of a divergence-free vector field,
like the magnetic flux B, by two scalar functions S and T . It is

B = BP + BT,

B = rot rot (rS) + rot (rT ) , (2.25)

where the scalar functions are normalized by∫
Ω

S(r, Ω) dΩ = 0, (2.26)

∫
Ω

T (r, Ω) dΩ = 0. (2.27)

In appendix B.5, we derive in eq. (B.18) and eq. (B.16)

rot rot
(
rS

)
= −r∆S + grad

(
∂

∂r
rS

)
, (2.28)

rot
(
rT

)
= −r × gradT, (2.29)

and with these expressions, we find for eq. (2.25)

B = −r∆S + grad
(

∂

∂r
rS

)
− r × gradT. (2.30)

We describe in appendix B.6 how to express eq. (2.30) in componental form in spherical coordinates
and we find:

Br = −1
r

(
1

sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
S

)
+

1
sin2 ϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
S

)
, (2.31)

= −1
r

∆Ω S,

Bϑ =
1
r

∂

∂ϑ

(
∂

∂r
(rS)

)
+

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T, (2.32)

Bϕ =
1

r sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ

(
∂

∂r
(rS)

)
− ∂

∂ϑ
T. (2.33)

In addition, we present in appendix B.7 the SHR of the poloidal and toroidal parts of the componental
form of B.

Starting from eqs. (2.22)–(2.24) and using the componental form of B in eqs. (2.31)–(2.33), we end
up with the Cartesian components for the EM torque represented by the generating scalar functions S
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and T :

Lx = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
1
r

[
cot ϑ cos ϕ

∂2

∂ϕ∂r
(rS) + sinϕ

∂2

∂ϑ∂r
(rS)

]

+
[
sinϕ

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T − cos ϑ cos ϕ

∂

∂ϑ
T

])
r2 dΩ, (2.34)

Ly = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
1
r

[
cot ϑ sinϕ

∂2

∂ϕ∂r
(rS)− cos ϕ

∂2

∂ϑ∂r
(rS)

]

−
[
cos ϕ

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T + cos ϑ sinϕ

∂

∂ϑ
T

])
r2 dΩ, (2.35)

Lz =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
1
r

∂2

∂ϕ∂r
(rS)− sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
T

)
r2 dΩ. (2.36)

Furthermore, we can decompose the Cartesian components of the EM torque in poloidal and toroidal
contributions according to the generating scalar functions S and T . The poloidal contribution to the EM
torque in eqs. (2.34) – (2.36) is given by

LP
x = − 1

µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
cot ϑ cos ϕ

∂2

∂ϕ∂r
(rS) + sinϕ

∂2

∂ϑ∂r
(rS)

)
r dΩ, (2.37)

LP
y = − 1

µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
cot ϑ sinϕ

∂2

∂ϕ∂r
(rS)− cos ϕ

∂2

∂ϑ∂r
(rS)

)
r dΩ, (2.38)

LP
z =

1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S
∂2

∂ϕ∂r
(rS)r dΩ. (2.39)

The corresponding toroidal contribution to the EM torque in eqs. (2.34) – (2.36) is given by

LT
x = − 1

µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
sinϕ

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T − cos ϑ cos ϕ

∂

∂ϑ
T

)
r2 dΩ, (2.40)

LT
y =

1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

(
cos ϕ

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T + cos ϑ sinϕ

∂

∂ϑ
T

)
r2 dΩ, (2.41)

LT
z = − 1

µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Tr2 dΩ. (2.42)

These equations are the base for the analytical solutions for the Cartesian components of the EM torque,
which are derived in section 2.4.

2.4 Analytical solution for the componental form of the EM torque

2.4.1 Axial poloidal EM torque

To integrate eq. (2.39), we calculate the derivatives ∆Ω S and ∂
∂ϕ (rS) using the SHR of S, which is given

by
S(r, Ω) =

∑
jm

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω). (2.43)

Here,
∑
jm

denotes the double summation

∑
jm

=
jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=−j

. (2.44)
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Using eq. (A.18), we find that

∆Ω S(r, Ω) = ∆Ω

∑
jm

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω) = −
∑
jm

j(j + 1)SjmYjm(Ω). (2.45)

In addition, we derive ∂2

∂ϕ∂r (rS), where we use eq. (A.19):

∂2

∂ϕ∂r

(
rS(r)

)
=

∂2

∂r∂ϕ

[
r
∑
jm

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
]
,

=
∂

∂r

[
r
∑
jm

Sjm(r)
∂

∂ϕ
Yjm(Ω)

]
,

=
∑
jm

im
∂

∂r

(
rSjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω). (2.46)

With these expressions, we are now able to integrate eq. (2.39) for a fixed r over the related spherical
surface, Ω, applying the orthonormality of the SH:

LP
z =

−1
µ0

∫
Ω

[∑
jm

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
][∑

kl

i l
∂

∂r

(
rSkl(r)

)
Ykl(Ω)

]
r dΩ .

With the substitution ν = −l and eq. (A.7) follows

LP
z =

1
µ0

∫
Ω

∑
jm

∑
kν

(−1)νj(j + 1) i νSjm(r)
∂

∂r

(
rSk−ν(r)

)
Yjm(Ω)Y ∗

kν(Ω) r dΩ,

=
r

µ0

∑
jm

∑
kν

δjkδmν(−1)νj(j + 1) i νSjm(r)
∂

∂r

(
rSk−ν(r)

)
,

=
r

µ0

∑
jm

(−1)mm j(j + 1) i Sjm(r)
∂

∂r

(
rSj−m(r)

)
.

Moreover, we can use the definition of the complex conjugate of the coefficients given in eq. (A.41),
which leads to

LP
z =

r

µ0

∑
jm

m j(j + 1) i Sjm(r)
∂

∂r

(
rS∗jm(r)

)
. (2.47)

Using the product rule to perform the partial derivative,

∂

∂r

(
rS∗jm(r)

)
= S∗jm(r) + r

∂

∂r
S∗jm(r) , (2.48)

yields

LP
z =

r

µ0

∑
jm

m j(j + 1) i Sjm(r)
[
S∗jm(r) + RCMB

∂

∂r
S∗jm(r)

]
. (2.49)

The relations between Sjm and the Gauss coefficients in appendix E.2 are valid only for m > 0, therefore,
we derive the following expression using the definition of the complex conjugate of the coefficients given
in eq. (A.41) and the substitution ν = −m:

LP
z =

r

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

{ j∑
m=1

m j(j + 1) i

[
Sjm(r)S∗jm(r) + RCMBSjm(r)

∂

∂r
S∗jm(r)

]

+
j∑

ν=1

−νj(j + 1) i

[
(−1)2νS∗jν(r)Sjν(r) + RCMB(−1)2νS∗jν(r)

∂

∂r
Sjν(r)

]}
.
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This expression reduces with the substitution ν = m to

LP
z =

r2

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=1

m j(j + 1) i

[
Sjm(r)

∂

∂r
S∗jm(r)− S∗jm(r)

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

]
,

where the SHR coefficients can be expressed by the related Gauss coefficients (see appendix E.2).
For a further simplification, which also shows that LP

z ∈ R, we need the following relation between any
a, b ∈ C:

i (ab∗ − a∗b) = −2 Im(ab∗). (2.50)

Applying this relation to the last expression of the axial poloidal EM torque leads to

LP
z =

−2r2

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=1

m j(j + 1) Im
(

Sjm(r)
∂

∂r
S∗jm(r)

)
. (2.51)

We perform the computation of the coupling torque at the CMB, hence r = RCMB, for which also the
Gauss coefficients are provided.

2.4.2 Axial toroidal EM torque

To integrate eq. (2.42), we have to calculate the derivatives ∆Ω S and sinϑ ∂
∂ϑT , where the first is calcu-

lated in section 2.4.1 and is given in eq. (2.45). The second derivative is calculated using the spherical
harmonic representation of T ,

T (r, Ω) =
∑
jm

Tjm(r)Yjm(Ω), (2.52)

and eq. (A.21):

sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
T (r, Ω) =

∑
jm

Tjm(r) sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Yjm(Ω),

=
∑
jm

Tjm(r)
[
j

√
(j + m)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j + 3)
Y(j+1) m(Ω)

− (j + 1)

√
j2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Y(j−1) m(Ω)

]
. (2.53)

The integration over the spherical surface, Ω, with a fixed r, in eq. (2.42) can now be solved by using the
orthonormality of the SH:

LT
z =

1
µ0

∫
Ω

[∑
jm

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
][∑

kl

Tkl(r)
(

k

√
(k + l)2 − l2

(2k + 1)(2k + 3)
Y(k+1) l(Ω)

− (k + 1)

√
k2 − l2

(2k + 1)(2k − 1)
Y(k−1) l(Ω)

)]
r2 dΩ,

=
1
µ0

[∑
jm

∑
kl

j(j + 1)k

√
(k + l)2 − l2

(2k + 1)(2k + 3)
Sjm(r)Tkl(r)

∫
Ω

Yjm(Ω)Y(k+1) l(Ω)

−
∑
jm

∑
kl

j(j + 1)(k + 1)

√
k2 − l2

(2k + 1)(2k − 1)
Sjm(r)Tkl(r)

∫
Ω

Yjm(Ω)Y(k−1) l(Ω)
]
r2 dΩ,
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and with the substitution ν = −l and eq (A.7) follows

LT
z =

r2

µ0

[∑
jm

∑
kν

(
j(j + 1)k

√
(k + ν)2 − ν2

(2k + 1)(2k + 3)
Sjm(r)Tk−ν(r) (−1)νδj (k+1) δmν

)

−
∑
jm

∑
kν

(
j(j + 1)(k + 1)

√
k2 − ν2

(2k + 1)(2k − 1)
Sjm(r) Tk−ν(r) (−1)νδj (k−1) δmν

)]
,

=
r2

µ0

∑
jm

(−1)m j(j + 1)
[
(j − 1)

√
(j −m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sjm(r) T(j−1)−m(r)

− (j + 2)

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sjm(r) T(j+1)−m(r)

]
.

Using the definition of complex conjugate coefficients in eq. (A.41) yields

LT
z =

r2

µ0

∑
jm

j(j + 1)
[
(j − 1)

√
(j −m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sjm(r) T ∗(j−1) m(r)

− (j + 2)

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sjm(r) T ∗(j+1) m(r)

]
. (2.54)

The relation between the Gauss coefficients and the SHR coefficients, given in eq. (E.6), is valid only for
m ≥ 0. Therefore, we derive (see appendix C.1) the following expression for LT

z, where the summation
is only over m ≥ 0,

LT
z =

r2

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[(

(j − 1)

√
(j − 1)2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sj0(r)T ∗(j−1) 0(r)

− (j + 2)

√
(j + 1)2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sj0(r)T ∗(j+1) 0(r)

)

+
j∑

m=1

(j − 1)
(√

(j −m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sjm(r)T ∗(j−1) m(r)

+

√
(j + m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
S∗jm(r)T(j−1) m(r)

)

− (j + 2)

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)

(
Sjm(r)T ∗(j+1) m(r) + S∗jm(r)T(j+1) m(r)

)]
. (2.55)

We perform the computation of the coupling torque at the CMB, hence it is r = RCMB, for which also the
Gauss coefficients are provided.

2.4.3 Non-axial poloidal EM torques

Both non-axial poloidal components of the EM torque are combined in the following complex expression

LP = LP
x + iLP

y, (2.56)

where the components are given by eqs. (2.37) and (2.38), respectively. This complex combination of
the x- and y-component leads to the expression:

LP = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

[
cot ϑ

∂2

∂r∂ϑ

(
rS

)(
cos ϕ + i sinϕ

)
+

∂2

∂r∂ϑ

(
rS

)(
sinϕ− i cos ϕ

)]
r dΩ. (2.57)
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With the relations between the exponential and the trigonometric functions,

eiϕ = cos ϕ + i sinϕ, (2.58)

−i eiϕ = sinϕ− i cos ϕ, (2.59)

we can reduce eq. (2.57) to

LP = − 1
µ0

∫
Ω

(
∆Ω S

)
eiϕ

[
cot ϑ

∂2

∂r∂ϕ

(
rS

)
− i

∂2

∂r∂ϑ

(
rS

)]
r dΩ. (2.60)

Moreover, we use the SHR of S, which is given by eq. (2.43), and perform the derivatives, where ∆Ω S

is given by eq. (2.45). The other derivatives can be expressed by

∂2

∂r∂ϕ

(
rS

)
=

∑
kl

i l
[
Skl(r) + r

∂

∂r
Skl(r)

]
Ykl(Ω), (2.61)

∂2

∂r∂ϑ

(
rS

)
=

∑
kl

1
2
[
Skl(r) + r

∂

∂r
Skl(r)

][√
k(k + 1)− l(l + 1)e−iϕYk (l+1)(Ω)

−
√

k(k + 1)− l(l − 1)eiϕYk (l−1)(Ω)
]

(2.62)

Here, we have used eqs. (A.19) and (A.20) from the appendix A.1 and find with these derivatives for the
complex combined torque LP for a fixed r:

LP = − r

µ0

∫
Ω

{
−

∑
jm

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)eiϕYjm(Ω)
}{[∑

kl

i l

(
Skl(r) + r

∂

∂r
Skl(r)

)

· cot ϑYkl(Ω)
]
−

[
i

2l

∑
kl

(
Skl(r) + RCMB

∂

∂r
Skl(r)

)(√
k(k + 1)− l(l + 1)e−iϕYk (l+1)(Ω)

−
√

k(k + 1)− l(l − 1)eiϕYk (l−1)(Ω)
)]}

dΩ. (2.63)

We introduce a few abbreviations for the further derivation:

Skl =
(

Skl(r) + r
∂

∂r
Skl(r)

)
, (2.64)

W+
kl =

√
k(k + 1)− l(l + 1), (2.65)

W−
kl =

√
k(k + 1)− l(l − 1). (2.66)

In addition, we take into account (Varshalovich et al., 1989, Sec. 5.7),

cot ϑYkl(Ω) = − 1
2l

[√
k(k + 1)− l(l + 1)e−iϕYk (l+1)(Ω) +

√
k(k + 1)− l(l − 1)eiϕYk (l−1)(Ω)

]
, (2.67)

to derive the expression,

LP = − r

µ0

∫
Ω

{∑
jm

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)eiϕYjm(Ω)
}{

i

2

∑
kl

Skl

[
W+

kle
−iϕYk (l+1)(Ω)

+W−
kle

iϕYk (l−1)(Ω)
]

+
i

2

∑
kl

Skl

[
W+

kle
−iϕYk (l+1)(Ω)−W−

kle
iϕYk (l−1)(Ω)

]}
dΩ,

which reduces to

LP = − i r

µ0

∫
Ω

{∑
jm

j(j + 1) Sjm(r) eiϕ Yjm(Ω)
}{∑

kl

SklW+
kl e

−iϕ Yk (l+1)(Ω)
}

dΩ. (2.68)
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Now we use one symbol for the summation over all four indices and apply the definition of the complex
conjugate in eq. (A.7) to Yk (l+1), obtaining

LP = − i r

µ0

∫
Ω

∑
jmkl

j(j + 1)W+
kl Sjm(r)Skl Yjm(Ω)(−1)(l+1)Y ∗

k−(l+1)(Ω) dΩ,

= − i r

µ0

∑
jmkl

(−1)(l+1)j(j + 1)W+
kl Sjm(r)Skl

∫
Ω

Yjm(Ω) Y ∗
k−(l+1)(Ω) dΩ, (2.69)

where the integral over Ω can be solved using the orthonormality relation given by eq. (A.6). The ex-
pression for LP reduces then to the following summation

LP = − i r

µ0

∑
jm

(−1)(l+1)j(j + 1)W+
j−(m+1) Sjm(r)Sj−(m+1),

which can be further reduced changing the sign of the first factor by the definition of the complex conju-
gate SH in eq. (A.7):

LP =
i r

µ0

∑
jm

j(j + 1)W+
j−(m+1) Sjm(r)S∗j (m+1).

In the next step, we re-substitute the used abbreviations and find:

LP =
i r

µ0

∑
jm

j(j + 1)
√

k(k + 1)− l(l + 1) Sjm(r)

·
[
S∗j (m+1)(r) + r

∂

∂r
S∗j (m+1)(r)

]
. (2.70)

The relation between the Gauss coefficients and the SHR coefficients, given in eq. (E.6), is valid only for
m ≥ 0. Therefore, we derive (see appendix C.2) the following expression for LP, where the summation
is only over m > 0,

LP =
i r

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
{√

j(j + 1)Sj0(r)
(

S∗j1(r) + r
∂

∂r
S∗j1(r)

)

+
j∑

m=1

[√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1)Sjm(r)

(
S∗j (m+1)(r) + RCMB

∂

∂r
S∗j (m+1)(r)

)
−

√
j(j + 1)−m(m− 1)S∗jm(r)

(
Sj (m+1)(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sj (m+1)(r)

)]}
, (2.71)

where jmax denotes the maximal degree of the SHR.

2.4.4 Non-axial toroidal EM torques

In analogy to the derivation of LP in section 2.4.3, we define the complex combined non-axial toroidal
EM torque by

LT = LT
x + iLT

y. (2.72)

The x- and y-components are defined in eqs. (2.40) and (2.41), respectively. With these equations, the
expression for LT reads

LT =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

∆Ω S

[
−1

sinϑ

(
sinϕ− i cos ϕ

) ∂

∂ϕ
T + cos ϑ

(
cos ϕ + i sinϕ

) ∂

∂ϑ
T

]
r2 dΩ. (2.73)

In the next step, we apply the eqs. (2.58) and (2.59) and find

LT =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

(
∆Ω S

)
eiϕ

[
i

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T + cos ϑ

∂

∂ϑ
T

]
r2 dΩ. (2.74)
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For the further derivation, we express S, T and their derivatives by SH. The related SHR are given in
eqs. (2.45), (2.52) and (A.19). Moreover, we represent LT at r = RCMB, which leads to

LT =
R2

CMB

µ0

∫
ΩCMB

[∑
jm

−j(j + 1)Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)eiϕ

][∑
kl

(
−l

sinϑ
Ykl(Ω) + cos ϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

)
Tkl(r)

]
dΩ,

and by using eq. (A.7) the expression above reduces to

LT =
r2

µ0

∫
Ω

∑
jmkl

j(j + 1)Sjm(r) Tkl(r)Yjm(Ω)eiϕ(−1)l

[
l

sinϑ
Y ∗

k−l(Ω)− cos ϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Y ∗

k−l(Ω)
]

dΩ.

In the next step, we split the integration over the two angular dependencies and represent the SH by
their definition, given in eq. (A.1). This leads to

LT =
R2

CMB

µ0

∑
jmkl

j(j + 1)Sjm(r) Tkl(r)(−1)l

2π∫
0

ei(m+l+1)ϕ

π∫
0

Pjm(cos ϑ)
[
lPk−l(cos ϑ)

− cos ϑ sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Pk−l(cos ϑ)

]
dϕdϑ. (2.75)

Applying eq. (C.6) leads to

LT =
r2

µ0

∑
jmkl

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)Tkl(r)(−1)lδm−(l+1)

π∫
0

Pjm(cos ϑ)
[
lPk−l(cos ϑ)

− cos ϑ sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Pk−l(cos ϑ)

]
dϑ,

which can further be reduced by performing Kronecker’s symbol and using the complex conjugate of T :

LT = − r2

µ0

∑
jmk

j(j + 1)Sjm(r) T ∗k (m+1)(r)

π∫
0

Pjm(cos ϑ)
[
(m + 1)Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ)

+ cos ϑ sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ)

]
dϑ. (2.76)

For the integration over ϑ, we use the relation

K = (m + 1)Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ) + cos ϑ sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ)

=
sinϑ

(2k + 1)

[
(k −m + 1)(k −m)kP(k+1) m(cos ϑ) + (k + m + 1)(k + m)(k + 1)P(k−1) m

]
, (2.77)

which is derived in appendix C.3 and leads to

LT = − r2

µ0

∑
jmk

j(j + 1)Sjm(r) T ∗k (m+1)(r)

π∫
0

[
(k −m + 1)(k −m)k

(2k + 1)
Pjm(cos ϑ)P(k+1) m(cos ϑ)

+
(k + m + 1)(k + m)(k + 1)

(2k + 1)
Pjm(cos ϑ)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ)

]
sinϑ dϑ.

With the orthogonality relation in eq. (A.38), we find

LT = − r2

µ0

∑
jmk

j(j + 1)Sjm(r) T ∗k (m+1)(r)
[
(k −m + 1)(k −m)k

(2k + 1)
δj (k+1)

+
(k + m + 1)(k + m)(k + 1)

(2k + 1)
δj (k−1)

]
,
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which reduces by applying Kronecker’s symbol to

LT = − r2

µ0

∑
jm

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)
[
(j −m)(j −m− 1)(j − 1)

(2j − 1)
T ∗(j−1) (m+1)(r)

+
(j + m + 2)(j + m + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1) (m+1)(r)

]
. (2.78)

Due to the restriction of the relations between the Gauss coefficients and the SHR coefficients to indices
m ≥ 0, given in eq. (E.6), we have to reformulate eq. (2.78) for non-negative m. Therefore, we derive
(see appendix C.3) an expression for LT, where the summation is only over m > 0,

LT = − r2

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
{

Sj0(r)
[
j(j − 1)2

(2j − 1)
T ∗(j−1) 1(r) +

(j + 1)(j + 2)2

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1) 1(r)

]

+
j∑

m=1

[
Sjm(r)

(
(j −m)(j −m− 1)(j − 1)

((2j − 1))
T ∗(j−1) (m+1)(r)

+
(j + m + 2)(j + m + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1) (m+1)(r)

)
− S∗jm(r)

(
(j + m)(j + m− 1)(j − 1)

(2j − 1)
T(j−1) (m−1)(r)

+
(j −m + 2)(j −m + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T(j+1) (m−1)(r)

)]}
. (2.79)

Here, jmax denotes the maximal degree of the SHR of the available geomagnetic field representation.
The coupling torque is computed at the CMB, hence it is r = RCMB.
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Determination of the toroidal
magnetic field 3

The relation between the Gauss coefficients and the SHR of the field generating scalar S is given in
appendix E.2. In the sections above, we have expressed the different components of the EM coupling
torque with series of SH coefficients of the field-generating scalars S and T . The relation between the
so-called Gauss coefficients and Sjm allows us to determine the poloidal components of the torque.
Moreover, we need to express the SH coefficients of the field-generating scalar of the toroidal magnetic
field, T , to compute the toroidal components of the coupling torque. This is not possible by the magnetic
field alone (and its downward continuation to the CMB), because the toroidal part of the magnetic field
vanish outside of a conductor, as we will show by the boundary conditions in the following sections.

For the determination of the toroidal magnetic field at the CMB, we have to formulate the boundary
value problem (BVP) for the field generating scalar, T , of the toroidal magnetic field. The related field
equation is the induction equation, which has to be solved for special boundary conditions. In the next
section, we present the induction equation, followed by the formulation of the BVP and the related
boundary conditions for T .

3.1 Induction equation
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Figure 3.1: Schematic sketch of the structure of the
Earth’s interior related to the electric
conductivity.

The derivation of the induction equation in the
mantle and the fluid outer core is based on the so-
called Maxwell equations (e. g. Krause & Rädler,
1980, Chap. 2),

rotB = µ0j, (3.1)

div B = 0, (3.2)

rotE = − ∂

∂t
B, (3.3)

and the Ohm’s law

j = σE. (3.4)

For the further derivation, we have to consider
the different domains, distinguished by the flow
of the fluid outer-core relative to the mantle (see
fig. 3.1). The geomagnetic field is described in a
mantle-fixed coordinate system. Hence, we have
to consider in Ohm’s law for the core additional
contribution to the current density. The major ad-
ditional contribution is created by the interaction
of the geomagnetic field, described in the mantle
coordinate system, and the flow of the electrically
conducting fluid of the outer core. With the fluid-
flow velocity denoted by u, the contribution related to the large-scale flow is given by u×B. For general
description of this problem, we introduce in addition the contribution Ee related to the turbulent flow in
the outer core. Hence, we have to derive separately the induction equations for the mantle and the fluid
outer core. We follow here mainly the approach presented by Greiner-Mai (1986).
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The current density in the conducting part of the mantle following eq. (3.4) is given by

jM = σMEM, (3.5)

where EM denotes the electric field in the mantle. We can eliminate EM in eq. (3.3) using the expression
above, which leads to

rot
1
σM

jM = − ∂

∂t
B.

Next, we can represent the current density by eq. (3.1), which results in

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σM

rotB

)
= − ∂

∂t
B. (3.6)

Together with eq. (3.2), the set of induction equations for a conducting mantle is given for r ∈ [RCMB, Rσ]
by:

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σM

rotB

)
+

∂

∂t
B = 0,

div B = 0,

where the radius of the CMB is denoted by RCMB and the upper bound of the conducting part of the
mantle is denoted by Rσ .

For the fluid outer core, the expression for the current density contains the above mentioned addi-
tional contributions beside EC, the electric field in the outer core:

jC = σC

(
EC + u×B + Ee

)
. (3.7)

In contrast to the mantle, we have to consider here also the velocity, u, of the conducting fluid in the
outer core moving relatively to the mantle. For a general description, we have to consider additionally
Ee, which is associated with the turbulent flow in the conducting outer core. Analogous to the derivation
for the mantle, we can represent EC using eqs. (3.4) and (3.1) to reformulate eq. (3.3), obtaining

rot
(

1
σC

jC −
(
u×B + Ee

))
= − ∂

∂t
B,

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σC

rotB

)
− rot

(
u×B + Ee

)
= − ∂

∂t
B. (3.8)

Together with eq. (3.2), the set of induction equations for the outer core is given for r ∈ [RICB, RCMB] by:

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σC

rotB

)
− rot

(
u×B + Ee

)
= − ∂

∂t
B,

div B = 0.

Here, RICB denotes the radius of the spherical boundary between the liquid outer core and the solid inner
core.

For the further derivation, we need the induction equations for the mantle and core in their scalar
form (e. g. Krause & Rädler, 1980, Sec. 14.2). For this, we use the poloidal and toroidal decomposition
in eq. (2.25). Applying this to eq. (3.6) leads to the following scalar induction equations for the conducting
mantle domain (r ∈ [RCMB, Rσ]):

1
µ0σM

(
∆T − 1

rσM

d
dr

σM

∂

∂ r

(
rT

))
=

∂

∂ t
T, (3.9)

1
µ0σM

∆S =
∂

∂ t
S. (3.10)
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The detailed derivation is given in appendix D.1.
For the fluid outer core, r ∈ [RICB, RCMB], we use for the derivation of the scalar induction equation (see

appendix D.1) the following definitions for field-generating scalars U , V , W and U e, V e, W e,(
u×B

)T = rot
(
rU

)
, (3.11)(

u×B
)P = rV + gradW, (3.12)

Ee T = rot
(
rU e

)
, (3.13)

Ee P = rV e + gradW e, (3.14)

and we require the normalizations∫
Ω

U dΩ =
∫
Ω

U edΩ =
∫
Ω

V dΩ =
∫
Ω

V edΩ = 0 . (3.15)

For the poloidal parts in eqs. (3.12) and (3.14) more general decompositions are needed, because u×B

is not anymore divergence free. The scalar induction equations for the outer core read

1
µ0σC

(
∆T − 1

rσC

d
dr

σC

∂

∂ r

(
rT

))
+ V + V e =

∂

∂ t
T, (3.16)

1
µ0σM

∆S + U + U e =
∂

∂ t
S. (3.17)

The poloidal induction equation for the mantle, eq. (3.10), is used to solve the problem of non-
harmonic downward continuation of the so-called Gauss coefficients. Moreover, the toroidal induction
equation for the conducting mantle domain, eq. (3.9), is the differential equation for the boundary value
problem (BVP), which is set up to determine the toroidal magnetic field at the CMB. In the general case,
we need for the derivation of the necessary boundary values also the toroidal induction equation (3.16).
For the further derivation, all mentioned equations have to be represented by spherical harmonics. The
related transformation for the spherical harmonic representation (SHR) is summarized in appendix D.2.
For the toroidal induction equation of the mantle we find:

∂2

∂r2
Tjm(r, t) +

[
2
r
− 1

σM(r)
d
dr

σM(r)
]

∂

∂r
Tjm(r, t)

−
[
j(j + 1)

r2
+

1
rσM(r)

d
dr

σM(r)
]
Tjm(r, t) = µ0σM(r)

∂

∂t
Tjm(r, t). (3.18)

Analogously, we find for the corresponding poloidal induction equation:

∂2

∂r2
Sjm(r, t) +

2
r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r, t)− j(j + 1)

r2
Sjm(r, t) = µ0σM(r)

∂

∂t
Sjm(r, t). (3.19)

3.2 Boundary value problem for the toroidal magnetic field

In the following two sections, we derive the boundary conditions for the field-generating scalars S and T ,
starting from the general continuity condition for the magnetic flux B, which is valid for the time scales
considered in geophysics. We summarize the boundary value problem (BVP) for this field-generating
scalars in section 3.2.3.

3.2.1 Boundary conditions at the surface r = Rσ

We model the surface between the isolating part of the mantle and its conducting part by a spherical
boundary at r = Rσ (see fig. 3.1). For this boundary, the continuity of the magnetic field, B, is valid,
from which follows the continuity of its orthogonal poloidal and toroidal parts:[

BP
]+
− = 0 and

[
BT

]+
− = 0. (3.20)
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The notation [. . .]+− is the short form for the difference between the related values infinitesimal above (+)
and below (−) of the considered boundary. For the further derivation, we have to express the poloidal
and toroidal magnetic field by the scalars S and T using the definitions in eq. (2.25), which leads to

[
−r × gradT

]+
− = 0 and

[
−r∆S + grad

∂

∂r

(
rS

)]+

−
= 0. (3.21)

First, we derive the boundary condition at Rσ for the toroidal part of geomagnetic field, which reads

−r × grad
(
T+ − T−

)
= 0.

The expression is ϑ and ϕ independent due to the vector product of r and the differential operator grad,
which leads for a fixed r = Rσ to a constant value:(

T+ − T−
)

= const.

Considering the integral condition (2.27), we can conclude that the constant is zero, i.e.

T+ = T−. (3.22)

The boundary at Rσ is defined as a boundary between the conducting part of the Earth’s mantle and the
isolating part. In addition to the continuity of the toroidal geomagnetic field at Rσ, it is for any r > Rσ

µ0jM = 0 ⇒ rotBT = 0 , (3.23)

because outside of an electric conductor the current density, jM, vanishes. In appendix D.1 is shown that
from the last equation follows BT = 0. Therefore, T+ is identically zero and it holds

T+ = T− = 0. (3.24)

Due to the orthonormal definition of the SHR of T in eq. (2.52), we find

T+
jm = T−jm = 0. (3.25)

Now, we derive the boundary condition at Rσ for the poloidal part of the geomagnetic field, which
reads as follows (considering the splitting of the differential operators in eqs. (A.14) and (A.16)):[

−r

(
1
r2

∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
S

)
+

1
r2

∆Ω S

)
+

∂

∂r

(
∂

∂r
rS

)
er +

1
r
∇Ω

(
∂

∂r
rS

)]+

−
= 0.

Applying all partial derivatives with respect to r leads to[
−1

r

(
∆Ω S

)
er +

1
r
∇Ω

(
∂

∂r
rS

)]+

−
= 0 .

Due to the orthogonality of the both contributions, both have separately to fulfill the continuity condition:[
∆Ω S

]+

−
= 0 and

[
∇Ω

(
∂

∂r
rS

)]+

−
= 0 (3.26)

The first condition, which reads like

∆Ω

(
S+ − S−

)
= 0,

leads for a fixed r = Rσ with the condition in eq. (2.26) and the resultant condition,
∫
Ω

∆Ω SdΩ = 0, to

S+ = S−. (3.27)
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For the second condition, we apply the partial derivative with respect to r,

∇Ω

(
S+ − S−

)
+ r∇Ω

(
∂

∂r
S+ − ∂

∂r
S−

)
= 0, (3.28)

where the first term is identically zero by the condition in eq. (3.27), and for a fixed r = Rσ the second
term in the brackets is constant. Taking into account the condition in eq. (2.26), which also holds for ∂

∂rS

due to the r-independent surface integral, it follows

∂

∂r
S+ =

∂

∂r
S−. (3.29)

With the orthonormality of the SHR of S in eq. (2.43), we can conclude

S+
jm = S−jm and

∂

∂r
S+

jm =
∂

∂r
S−jm. (3.30)

Compared with eqs. (B.26) to (B.28), these conditions correspond with the continuity of the radial and
tangential components of BP, respectively.

3.2.2 Boundary conditions at the core-mantle boundary r = RCMB

Like for the boundary conditions at r = Rσ, their derivation at the CMB is also based on the continuity
of the geomagnetic field B. Therefore, eq. (3.20) is also valid for the CMB at r = RCMB (see fig. 3.1). For
the toroidal geomagnetic field and the related field-generating scalar T , we find like in section 3.2.1

T+ = T−. (3.31)

In contrast to the derivation before, the CMB is a boundary between two conducting domains, where the
conductivity is discontinuous. Therefore, the toroidal geomagnetic field exists on both sides and do not
vanish like in eq. (3.24). Using the same argument of the orthogonality of the SHR of T it follows

T+
jm = T−jm. (3.32)

The derivation of the boundary conditions for the poloidal geomagnetic field is completely the same
like their derivation in section 3.2.1. Hence, eqs. (3.27),(3.29) and (3.30) are also valid at the CMB. For
the SHR of the field-generating scalar S holds for r = RCMB:

S+
jm = S−jm and

∂

∂r
S+

jm =
∂

∂r
S−jm.

At the CMB, we need for the computation of the toroidal geomagnetic field in the mantle either
a complete solution of the core induction equation (3.8) delivering T (RCMB) or an additional boundary
condition, that is given by the continuity of the tangential component of the electric field, r ×E. Due to
the lack of a suitable model of the Earth’s dynamo based on eqs. (3.16) and (3.17), we use the latter,
which reads [

r ×E
]+
− = 0, (3.33)

r ×
(
E+ −E−)

= 0.

Now, we express the electric field by the current density, j, using eq. (3.4) and considering that E+ is
related to the current density in the mantle, given in eq. (3.5), and E− by the current density in the fluid
outer core, given by eq. (3.7). In addition, we take into account the Maxwell equation (3.1) which leads
to

r ×
[

1
µ0σM

rotB+ −
(

1
µ0σC

rotB− −
(
u×B−)

−Ee

)]
= 0.
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For the further derivation, we split this condition into its toroidal and poloidal contributions. All field
quantities are expressed by the related field-generating scalars defined in eqs. (2.25) and (3.11)–(3.14).
The toroidal part reads

r ×
[

1
µ0σM

rot rot
(
rT+

)
− 1

µ0σC

rot rot
(
rT−

)
+ rV + gradW + rV e + gradW e

]
= 0.

We apply the relation in eq. (2.28) to rot rot(rT ) and consider that the vector product r × rA vanishes
identically for any scalar A:

r × grad
(

1
σm

[
∂

∂r
(rT )

]+

− 1
σC

[
∂

∂r
(rT )

]−
+ µ0W + µ0W

e

)
= 0. (3.34)

To fulfill the condition in eq. (3.34) at the CMB, r = RCMB, the expression in the braces has to be constant.
Due to the general representation of (u × B) in eqs. (3.11)–(3.12), it is only possible to set up two
normation conditions, which are given in eq (3.15) for V and U . The field-generating scalars W and
W e are only determined except for arbitrary integration constants. It is possible to choose this additive
constants, that the following second boundary condition for T holds:

1
σC

[
∂

∂r
(rT )

]−
− 1

σM

[
∂

∂r
(rT )

]+

= µ0

(
W + W e

)
. (3.35)

We introduce further approximations mentioned above to reduce the boundary condition and derive
a boundary value of the third kind for T . First, we assume that W e is identically zero, which means we
neglect the contribution due to the turbulent flow. This corresponds with the restriction of our investigation
on decadal time scales. Turbulent contributions would variate on much shorter time and spatial scales
than considered here. Moreover, we assume

σM

σC

[
∂

∂r
(rT )

]−
∼= F ,

which leads to [
∂

∂r
(rT )

]+

∼= −µ0σM W + F. (3.36)

This simplification is based on the conception, that F is determined to a large extend by the toroidal
geomagnetic dynamo field, which variates very slowly with time, whereas the variations on the decadal
time scale considered here, do not contribute to F . This assumption is analogous to the conventional
separation of BP into a main and secular variation field, whereas the different sources of the geomagnetic
field are related to the specific field (dynamo processes to the main field, CMB surface flow to the secular
variation field). Therefore, we neglect F for the further investigation. With these assumption, we can
only determine the time-variable part of T . A time-independent part of T , related to the geomagnetic
dynamo field can not be determined by this approach. Consequently, constant differences between EM
and necessary mechanic torques should be eliminated (see section 4.3).

Following this line of argumentation, the second boundary condition for the field-generating scalar T

specifies a boundary value of the third kind:[
∂

∂r
(rT )

]+

= −µ0σM W. (3.37)

Due to the orthogonality of the SHR, we can also conclude that the following relation holds:[
∂

∂r
(rTjm)

]+

= −µ0σM Wjm. (3.38)
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3.2.3 Initial-boundary value problem for the field-generating scalar T

In this section, we summarize the initial-boundary value problem for the toroidal geomagnetic field in a
electrically conducting mantle, represented by the SHR of the field-generating scalar T . In section 3.1,
the induction equation for the toroidal geomagnetic field is presented and its related SHR is given in
eq. (3.18). In section 3.2.1 and 3.2.2, the related boundary conditions are derived (eqs. (3.25), (3.32)
and (3.38)).

To obtain a compact form of the governing partial differential equation in eq. (3.18), we introduce the
following definitions:

Φ :=
[
2
r
− 1

σM(r)
d
dr

σM(r)
]
, (3.39)

Θ :=
[
j(j + 1)

r2
+

1
rσM(r)

d
dr

σM(r)
]
, (3.40)

Ψ := µ0σM(r). (3.41)

Moreover, we use a reduced notation for the partial derivatives and neglect all arguments of the field-
generating scalar, according to:

T := Tjm(r, t), (3.42)

T,r :=
∂

∂r
Tjm(r, t), (3.43)

T,rr :=
∂2

∂r2
Tjm(r, t), (3.44)

T,t :=
∂

∂t
Tjm(r, t). (3.45)

(3.46)

The initial-boundary value problem (IBVP) for the field-generating scalar T in the SHR for the toroidal
geomagnetic field in an electrically conducting mantle is set up by the differential equation

T,rr + Φ T, r −ΘT−ΨT,t = 0 (3.47)

and the boundary conditions

at r = Rσ T+ = T− = 0, (3.48)

at r = RCMB T+ = T− and
[
(rT),r

]+ = −µ0σMWjm. (3.49)

In addition, we need to prescribe an initial value for Tjm(r, t = 0). We discuss this problem in sec-
tion 3.4.2, where we also present the numerical methods, which we apply to solve the IBVP.

3.3 Calculation of the field-generating scalar W for a divergence
free velocity field at the CMB

For the calculation of the field-generating scalar W , we use a more special relation, derived from the
defining one in eq. (3.12). It is given by

∆Ω W = r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
. (3.50)

The equivalence of this expressions is shown in appendix D.3. For the further derivation, we use the
SHR of W presented in appendix D.3,

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ. (3.51)
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Here, Y ∗
jm denotes the complex conjugate of the SH base function. In the following, the basic idea is to

represent all quantities of the right-hand side by SH and use known relations between SH base functions,
their partial derivatives and the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients. The detailed derivation is presented in
appendices D.3 and D.4, which leads to

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∑
klst

k(k + 1)Skl(t)
[
Ljm

klst Pst(t)− Kjm
klst Qst(t)

]
, (3.52)

where the coupling coefficients are given by

Kjm
klst =

1
2

[k(k + 1)− s(s + 1)− j(j + 1)]√
(2k + 1)(2s + 1)

4π(2j + 1)
Cj 0

k 0 s 0 Cj m
k l s t, (3.53)

Ljm
klst =

i

2

√
(k + s + j + 2)(k + s− j)(k − s + j + 1)(−k + s + j + 1)√

(2k + 1)(2s + 1)
4π(2j + 3)

C(j+1) 0
k 0 s 0 Cj m

k l s t. (3.54)

Here, Cj m
k l s t, denotes the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients according to their definition in Varshalovich et al.

(1989, Chap. 8). The relations between the coupling coefficients Kjm
klst and Ljm

klst in eqs. (3.53) and (3.54)
and the integral kernel in eq. (3.51) are derived in detail in appendix D.4.

3.4 Solving the BVP for the toroidal magnetic field

The basic idea for the solution of the BVP for the toroidal geomagnetic field in the mantle is to express all
derivatives in the describing differential equation by finite differences. This method can be numerically
implemented quite straight forward, which is presented in chapter 4. The reformulation of the BVP in the
simplified quasi-stationary case is summarized in section 3.4.1 and for the general case in section 3.4.2.

3.4.1 Solving the BVP for the quasi-stationary case

First, we focus on the assumption of the quasi-stationary case. That means we neglect the Ψ-term (3.41)
in the describing differential equation (3.47). This assumption has different motivations: (i) to study the
most simple case of the induction equation, (ii) to be consistent with the assumptions made for the
determination of the fluid flow in the outer core and (iii) to provide a method to calculate an initial value
for the toroidal geomagnetic field through the whole electrically conducting part of the Earth’s mantle.

The partial differential in eq. (3.47) reads with the assumption of the quasi-stationary case

T,rr + Φ T,r −ΘT = 0 , (3.55)

which is reduced to an ordinary differential equation of second order in r. Due to the quasi-stationary
case, only the boundary values W are time-dependent. We follow the common approach of finite differ-
ences (e.g. Ciarlet & Lions, 1990, Chap. I.1) to solve the ordinary differential equation (3.55). Therefore,
we introduce only a discretization for the radial direction:

ri = RCMB + i∆r for i = 0, . . . , imax , (3.56)

where

r0 = RCMB and rimax = Rσ . (3.57)

With the notation

Ti = Tjm(ri) , (3.58)
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we find for the partial derivatives with respect to r the approximation by the finite differences

Ti,r
∼=

1
2 ∆r

(
Ti+1 − Ti−1

)
(3.59)

Ti,rr
∼=

1
(∆r)2

(
Ti+1 − 2Ti + Ti−1

)
. (3.60)

This leads to the approximation of the reduced differential equation (3.55) by

1
(∆r)2

(
Ti+1 − 2Ti + Ti−1

)
+ Φi

1
2 ∆r

(
Ti+1 − Ti−1

)
−Θi Ti = 0 . (3.61)

Here, the label i at Φi and Θi denotes that the related expressions in eqs. (3.39) and (3.40) are calculated
at r = ri, respectively. Moreover, this equation is only valid for i ∈ [1, imax−1]. For the special cases i = 0
and i = imax, we have to consider the boundary conditions of the BVP. The case for i = imax is related to
the boundary condition (3.48) and the second relation in (3.57), i. e. we can conclude

Timax = 0 . (3.62)

The second boundary condition in (3.49) reads in the reduced notation by applying the partial derivative
with respect to r

T0 + r0T0,r = −µ0σMWjm ,

T0,r =
−1
RCMB

(
µ0σMWjm + T0

)
. (3.63)

Using eq. (3.63), we find an expression for T−1, which is needed for the discrete differential equation for
i = 0 due to the quadratic approximation by eqs. (3.59) and (3.60):

T−1 =
2∆r

RCMB

(
µ0σMWjm + T0

)
+ T1 . (3.64)

With this expression, we can set up the discrete differential equation for i = 0 from eq. (3.61) as follows

2
(∆r)2

(
T1−T0

)
+

2
∆r RCMB

(
µ0σMWjm +T0

)
+Φ0

(
1

∆r
T1−

1
RCMB

(
µ0σMWjm +T0

))
−Θ0T0 = 0 . (3.65)

The discretization of the ordinary differential equation for the quasi-stationary case of the BVP is realized
by eqs. (3.61), (3.62) and (3.65), which also consider the boundary conditions. This equations set up a
system of linear equations for Ti and can be rewritten in a matrix notation using the definition

T = [T0, . . . ,Timax ]
> , (3.66)

which leads to

A T = R . (3.67)

The matrix A and the related vector of the right-hand sides are defined in appendix D.6 in eqs. (D.61)
and (D.62), respectively. On this formulation is based the implementation of the BVP, which is presented
together with an example in section 4.1.

3.4.2 Solving the BVP for the time-dependent case

In the general case, we have to consider the time-dependence of the partial differential equation (3.47)
of the IBVP, which reads

T,rr + Φ T, r −ΘT = Ψ T,t .

Beside the spatial discretization in eq. (3.56), we introduce now the discretization of the time by

tn = t0 + n∆t for n = 0, . . . , nmax , (3.68)

Scientific Technical Report STR 08/06 
DOI: 10.2312/GFZ.b103-08061

Deutsches GeoForschungsZentrum GFZ



24

where the time interval for the observed geomagnetic field is given by

[t0, tnmax ]. (3.69)

We choose the so-called Crank-Nicolson approach (e.g. Ciarlet & Lions, 1990, Chap. I.2) for a quadratic
approximation in time and space to solve the IBVP. The spatial derivatives are approximated by eqs. (3.59)
and (3.60) and the time derivative is set up as average of an implicit and explicit scheme, which reads

Tn+1
i − Tn

i

∆t
=

1
2(∆r)2Ψi

(
Tn+1

i+1 − 2Tn+1
i + Tn+1

i−1 + Tn
i+1 − 2Tn

i + Tn
i−1

)
+

Φi

4∆rΨi

(
Tn+1

i+1 − Tn+1
i−1 + Tn

i+1 − Tn
i−1

)
− Θi

2Ψi

(
Tn+1

i + Tn
i

)
, (3.70)

where we have used the reduced notation

Tn
i = Tjm(ri, t

n) . (3.71)

This discretization of the partial differential equation is only valid for i ∈ [1, imax − 1] and we have again
to consider the boundary conditions for the special cases i = 0 and i = imax. Moreover, eq. (3.70) is
only a relation between the solution for Tn

i throughout the spatial domain and the solution for the next
time step, Tn+1

i . We have to tackle two different problems. First, we have to determine an initial value,
T0

i , throughout the spatial domain, and second, we have to set up a scheme, to realize a quadratic
approximation in time.

As mentioned in section 3.4.1, one reason to consider the quasi-stationary case is, to obtain a time-
independent solution, which will be used as initial value in the general case. For the given boundary
value at t = t0, we compute the quasi-stationary solution T0 for the field-generating scalar of the toroidal
geomagnetic field, where

Tn = [Tn
0 , . . . ,Tn

imax
]> (3.72)

defines the time-dependent vector of the field-generating scalars.
Moreover, we have to set up the Crank-Nicolson approach to realize the quadratic approximation

of the time derivatives. In contrast to the spatial derivatives, which are discretized by a quadratic ap-
proximation, in the Crank-Nicolson approach we set up a two-step scheme for the time derivative: (i)
by eq. (3.70) we compute the solution Tn+1

i based on the result Tn
i and (ii) we calculate the average

mid-point solution by T
n+ 1

2
i = (Tn+1

i + Tn
i )/2 . This average solution is then used as the ’old’ solution

in eq. (3.70). More efficiently is this approach described in the matrix notation. Before we can set up a
system of equations, analogous to the derivation in section 3.4.1, we have to formulate the discretized
differential equation for the special cases i = 0 and i = imax using the related boundary conditions. This is
completely analogous to the derivation in section 3.4.1 and we end up with the expressions in eqs. (3.62)
and (3.65). We have only to consider the new notation, which expresses the time dependence by the
superscript n. In appendix D.7 are given the related matrix A and the vector of the right-hand sides Rn,
which is now time-dependent. We can write the Crank-Nicolson approach then in the matrix notation as
follows:

A Tn+1 = Rn , (3.73)

where the vector of right-hand sides is a function of Tn. The details are given in eqs. (D.71) and (D.73).
Moreover, we have to apply the averaging in time to determine the right-hand side for the next step by

Tn+ 1
2 =

1
2
(
Tn+1 + Tn

)
. (3.74)

Therefore, the solution is determined by the Crank-Nicolson approach first for the next time step tn+1

by eq. (3.73), and then approximated at a half time step back (tn+ 1
2 ) according to eq. (3.74). Hereby a

quadratic approximation in time is realized. The implementation of the IBVP is based on this formulation,
which is presented together with an example in section 4.2.
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Implementation of the BVP and the
calculation of the EM torques 4

Beside the theoretical description of the BVP in chapter 3, we present here the numerical implementation
of the BVP for the toroidal magentic field at the CMB. We consider first the quasi-stationary case, second
the time-dependent case and in the third section we present an example for the computation of the EM
coupling torques.

For the computation of the toroidal geomagnetic field at the CMB, we need the SHR of the poloidal
geomagnetic field and the fluid-flow velocity in the outer core at the CMB. Both quantities are used
here as prescribed values and we refer to the publications shown below, which present solutions to
these problems. Ballani et al. (2002) developed the non-harmonic downward continuation (NHDC) to
compute the poloidal geomagnetic field at the CMB, taking into account a radial conductivity profile for
the Earth’s mantle, σM(r). We chose here for the examples in this chapter a profile, shown in Figure 4.1
and prescribed by

σM(r) =


c for RCMB < r < Rs

c exp(1) exp
(

−1
1− ((Rs − r)/s)2

)
for Rs ≤ r ≤ Rσ

0 for r > Rσ

, (4.1)

where

RCMB = 3485 km, Rs = 3670 km, Rσ = 3694 km, s = 24 km, c = 103 Sm−1 .
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Figure 4.1: Electric conductivity profile, which is
used for the examples in this chapter.
The related function is given in eq. (4.1)

The NHDC provides the Gauss coefficients at
the CMB, which are combined by eq. (E.6) to the
SHR coefficients Sjm. For the required geomag-
netic field model at the Earth’s surface, used as
input for the NHDC, we chose the model C3FM
from Wardinski & Holme (2006).

Moreover, we need to know the fluid-flow ve-
locity, u, in the outer core at the CMB. Wardinski
(2004) has set up a fluid-flow inversion approach,
where the time variable poloidal geomagnetic field
is the main input. For details of this method, we
refer to this work as well as to Wardinski et al.
(2008).

For the implementation of the BVP for the
toroidal geomagnetic field at the CMB, we need
to calculate the time-dependent boundary value
function W (t). Its SHR coefficients Wjm are given in eq. (3.52), where the coupling coefficients Kjm

klst

and Ljm
klst in eqs. (3.53) and (3.54) are represented by Clebsch-Gordan coefficients. Those are com-

puted by the subroutines cle0 and cle, written by Zdeněk Martinec according to the related recursion
formulae in Varshalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 8.5–8.6). The quasi-stationary and the time-dependent case
require each a specific approach for the implementation, which are summarized in the following sec-
tions 4.1 and 4.2.
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Figure 4.2: Components of the poloidal geomagnetic field for the calendar year 1990.0 at the CMB. From
top to bottom: BP

r, BP
ϑ and BP

ϕ.

4.1 Implementation of the BVP for the quasi-stationary case

In eq. (3.67) is given the set of equations in matrix notation, which describe the BVP in the quasi-
stationary case. The matrix of the system in eq. (D.61) has a tri-diagonal structure. For each vector of
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Figure 4.3: Fluid-flow velocity field in the outer core for the calendar year 1990.0 at the CMB. The colour
map shows the amplitude of the horizontal velocity and the arrows indicate the direction.

the right-hand side in eq. (D.62), which contains the time-dependent boundary value Wjm, the solution
is obtained by a special elimination approach. This is implemented into the subroutine tridag, taken
from Press et al. (1992, Sec. 2.4).

We are now able to calculate the SHR of the field-generating scalar Tjm(t) for each time, based onto
the prescribed field-generating scalars Sjm(t), Pjm(t) and Qjm, representing the poloidal geomagnetic
field and the horizontal fluid-flow velocity at the CMB, respectively. As an example, considering the
conductivity profile (4.1), we present the related field quantities. Figure 4.2 shows the three components
of the poloidal geomagnetic field for the calendar year 1990.0, calculated by the NHDC at the CMB.
Here, the dipole structure of the r-component is not as dominate as at the Earth’s surface, what is
caused by the NHDC. The components of poloidal geomagnetic field are in the order of ± 500 000 nT,
which is about seven times larger than at the Earth’s surface.

Moreover, the fluid-flow velocity of the outer core at the CMB is required, which is presented in
Figure 4.3. This velocity field is computed by the fluid-flow inversion, as mentioned before, and is
provided by Ingo Wardinski. The amplitude of the horizontal velocity reaches 30 km a−1. Beside this high
velocity eddies, it is clearly to see a westerly flow along the equator, which has a mean velocity of about
10 km a−1. In addition to the input quantities, we show in Figure 4.4 the resulting toroidal geomagnetic
field. Due to the fact, that Br is sole poloidal, only the angular components are presented. The spatial
pattern in both components of the toroidal geomagnetic field are completely different from the related
of the poloidal field. Moreover, the toroidal field components are in the order of ± 70 000 nT, which is
much smaller than the poloidal. We have to emphasize that by the chosen boundary value in eq. (3.38)
is only considered the varying, u-dependent contribution to the field-generating scalar T . Therefore,
the resulting toroidal field represents only this contribution and we neglect some undetermined constant
contribution to the toroidal field.

4.2 Implementation of the BVP for the time-dependent case

The eqs. (3.73) and (3.74) describe the Crank-Nicolson approach by a set of equations in matrix nota-
tion and an averaging of the solution vector, respectively. The related matrix of the system is given in
eq. (D.71). In (D.73) is presented the relation to compute the vector of the right-hand sides. Solving the
system of equations leads to the solution for the next discrete time step, whereas the related vector of
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Figure 4.4: Components of the toroidal geomagnetic field for the calendar year 1990.0 at the CMB. From
top to bottom: BT

ϑ and BT
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right-hand sides is not only depending on the time-dependent boundary value Wjm(t) but also on the
solution of the time step before. One consequence is that we have to prescribe an initial value for the
solution vector T for the first time step. Beside the most simple choice of a zero vector, we use the so-
lution of the quasi-stationary case. Numerically, we have only to set up a robust method for the solution
of the set of equations in (3.73). The matrix A is ill-conditioned, which requires a more robust technique
than before in the quasi-stationary case. We apply here a LU-decomposition with partial pivoting, which
is performed once at the begin, and the related back substitution, realized in the subroutines ludcmp
and lubksb taken from Press et al. (1992, Sec. 2.3).

In summary, for the Crank-Nicolson approach we have to perform first the solving of the system of
equation for related right-hand sides, and in a second step the averaging of the solution, according to
eq. (D.73). With this two-step approach, we only advance by a half time step. So, we have to perform
numerically two times the number of steps as in the quasi-stationary case for the same time series of
boundary values.

For the numerical example, we chose the same input quantities as in the quasi-stationary case
(conductivity profile, poloidal geomagnetic field and fluid-flow velocity field at the CMB). Therefore, we
present in Figure 4.5 only the resulting toroidal geomagnetic field, again for the calendar year 1990.0 at
the CMB. A comparison of the toroidal geomagntic field components at the CMB for the quasi-stationary
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Figure 4.5: Components of the toroidal geomagnetic field for the calendar year 1990.0 at the CMB. From
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(Fig. 4.4) and the time-dependent (Fig. 4.5) case shows only small differences in the maximal ampli-
tudes, whereas the spatial patterns are similar. This differences, which reach up to 10 % of the absolute
values, are due to the time-dependent formulation of the BVP, which emphasize the importance to con-
sider the time-dependent case in the determination of the toroidal geomagnetic field.

4.3 Implementation of the computation of the EM coupling torques

In section 2.4, the analytical expressions for the axial and non-axial EM coupling torques are summa-
rized. For the poloidal and toroidal axial EM torques, we find in eqs. (2.51) and (2.55) the related sum-
mation formulae, respectively. The poloidal and toroidal non-axial torques are combined in the complex
expressions, given in eqs. (2.56) and (2.72). For these complex combinations, the related summation
formulae are given by eqs. (2.71) and (2.79). All these equations are only dependent on the SHR of the
field-generating scalars S and T at the CMB. Therefore, the EM coupling torque computation reduces to
the summation of these coefficients according to the related equation above, and the related transforma-
tion of the SH coefficients in the normalization used in geomagnetism (Schmidt’s) and the orthonormal
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SHR used here.
The used geomagnetic field model C3FM from Wardinski & Holme (2006) is expressed by coefficients

up to maximum degree jmax = 15. We consider only degrees and orders up to jmax = 8 to ensure
that only the contribution of the core-generated geomagnetic field enter into the torque computation
(Greiner-Mai et al., 2007). In Figure 4.6, we compare the variation of the components of the EM coupling
torques based on the solution of the BVP for the toroidal geomagnetic field for quasi-stationary and
time-dependent case. The variation of each component of the EM coupling torque is determined by de-
trending. Beside the similar time-behavior in all components with only small differences in the extrema,
we observe a time lag between both results. The results based on the time-dependent formulation of
the BVP for the toroidal geomagnetic field at the CMB seems to be shifted by approximately six month.
Due to the time-dependent formulation, the EM torque has to act at the CMB ’later’ than in the quasi-
stationary case, to be consistent with the same observed geomagnetic field at the Earth’s surface.

We conclude from this simple calculation that it is quite important to consider the time-dependent
case in the determination of the geomagnetic field at the CMB for an electrically conducting mantle.
The presented approach allows us to calculate the EM coupling torques for realistic, but only radially
dependent conductivity profiles of the Earth’s mantle.
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Spherical harmonics and related
derivations A

A.1 Definition of scalar spherical harmonics and basic relations

In this section, we shortly summarize the definition and basic relations of spherical harmonics (SH). The
most definitions are according to Varshalovich et al. (1989, Chap. 5) and we follow their notation, where
Yjm are the scalar spherical harmonics of degree j and order m, which are defind by:

Yjm(Ω) := Pjm(cos ϑ)eimϕ. (A.1)

Here are i =
√
−1, Ω = (ϑ, ϕ) and Pjm the associated Legendre functions, which are defined as follows:

Pjm(cos ϑ) := (−1)m

√
2j + 1

4π

(j −m)!
(j + m)!

(sinϑ)m dm

(d cos ϑ)m
Pj(cos ϑ), (A.2)

Pj(cos ϑ) :=
1

2jj!
dj(cos2 ϑ− 1)j

d(cos ϑ)j
. (A.3)

For the degree and order of the SH and Legendre functions the co-domains

j = 0, 1, 2, 3, . . . ,∞, (A.4)

m = −j, . . . , 0, . . . , j (A.5)

are valid. The SH are orthonormal on the unit sphere (Varshalovich et al., 1989, Chap. 5):∫
Ω0

Yjm(Ω)Y ∗
j′m′(Ω) dΩ = δjj′δmm′ . (A.6)

Here, ∗ denotes the complex conjugate and δij is Kronecker’s symbol. For the complex conjugate SH
the following relation holds:

Y ∗
jm(Ω) = (−1)mYj−m(Ω). (A.7)

Using the definitions and relations above, we can derive explicitly the SH for different degrees, j, and
order, m. For degrees j = 0, 1, 2 and the related order m, the SH are given by:

Y00 =
1√
4π

, (A.8)

Y10 =

√
3
4π

cos ϑ, (A.9)

Y11 = −
√

3
8π

sinϑ eiϕ, (A.10)

Y20 =

√
5

16π

(
3 cos2 ϑ− 1

)
, (A.11)

Y21 = −
√

15
8π

sinϑ cos ϑ eiϕ, (A.12)

Y22 =
1
4

√
15
2π

sin2 ϑ ei2π . (A.13)

We summarize here also the differential operators in spherical coordinates and the related splitting
into angular and radial parts, which are given for the Nabla operator by

∇ =
[

∂

∂r
er +

1
r
∇Ω

]
, (A.14)

∇Ω =
[

∂

∂ϑ
eϑ +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
eϕ

]
, (A.15)
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and for the Laplace operator by

∆ =
1
r2

[
∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r

)
+ ∆Ω

]
, (A.16)

∆Ω =
[

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

)
+

1
sin2 ϑ

∂

∂ϕ2

]
(A.17)

The SH are eigenfunctions of the angular part of the Lapace operator so that

∆Ω Yjm(Ω) = −j(j + 1)Yjm(Ω) (A.18)

is valid.
Moreover, we show here the used derivative of SH with respect to the spherical coordinates ϕ and ϑ

(Varshalovich et al., 1989, Sec. 5.8):

∂

∂ϕ
Yjm(Ω) = imYjm(Ω), (A.19)

∂

∂ϑ
Yjm(Ω) =

1
2

√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1) Yj (m+1)(Ω)e−iϕ

− 1
2

√
j(j + 1)−m(m− 1) Yj (m−1)(Ω)eiϕ, (A.20)

sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Yjm(Ω) = j

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j + 3)
Y(j+1) m(Ω)

− (j + 1)

√
j2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Y(j−1) m(Ω). (A.21)

A.2 Vector spherical harmonics

The vector spherical harmonics we have chosen here are defined as follows (Varshalovich et al., 1989)

S
(−1)
jm (Ω) = erYjm(Ω) , (A.22)

S
(+1)
jm (Ω) = ∇Ω Yjm(Ω) , (A.23)

S
(0)
jm(Ω) = LΩ Yjm(Ω) , (A.24)

where er, eϑ and eϕ are the spherical base vectors and the differential operator∇Ω is given in eq. (A.15).
The operator LΩ is defined by

LΩ = er ×∇Ω =
[

∂

∂ϑ
eϕ −

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
eϑ

]
. (A.25)

Two vector spherical harmonics S
(λ)
jm (Ω) and S

(λ′)
j′m′(Ω), with different degree, j 6= j′, and different

order, m 6= m′, as well as different indices, λ 6= λ′, are orthogonal, expressed by∫
Ω0

S
(λ)
jm (Ω) ·

[
S

(λ′)
j′m′(Ω)

]∗
dΩ = 0, (A.26)

where the dot denotes the scalar product of vectors. Moreover, we summarize the following expressions
for orthogonal vector spherical harmonics:∫

Ω0

S
(−1)
jm (Ω) ·

[
S

(−1)
j′m′ (Ω)

]∗
dΩ = δjj′δmm′ , (A.27)

∫
Ω0

S
(1)
jm(Ω) ·

[
S

(1)
j′m′(Ω)

]∗
dΩ = j(j + 1)δjj′δmm′ , (A.28)

∫
Ω0

S
(0)
jm(Ω) ·

[
S

(0)
j′m′(Ω)

]∗
dΩ = j(j + 1)δjj′δmm′ . (A.29)
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For the vector spherical harmonics, as defined here, we can easily derive the following expressions:

S
(λ)
j−m(Ω) = (−1)m

[
S

(λ)
jm

]∗
, (A.30)

er × S
(0)
jm(Ω) = −S

(1)
jm(Ω), (A.31)

er × S
(−1)
jm (Ω) = 0, (A.32)

er × S
(1)
jm(Ω) = S

(0)
jm(Ω). (A.33)

A.3 Relation between representations in real and complex spher-
ical harmonics

With the definition of the complex SH in eq. (A.1) follows for a scalar function S the representation

S(r, Ω) =
∞∑

j=0

j∑
m=−j

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω). (A.34)

In the literature, it is also common to use the real spherical harmonic representation of a scalar function,
which is given by

S(r, Ω) =
∞∑

k=0

k∑
l=0

[Sc
kl(r) cos(lϕ) + Ss

kl(r) sin(lϕ)] P̃kl(cos ϑ), (A.35)

where P̃kl is the Legendre function in Ferrers-Neumann normalization,

P̃kl(cos ϑ) = (sin ϑ)l dl

(d cos ϑ)l
Pk(cos ϑ), (A.36)

and Pk are the Legendre polynominals defined in eq. (A.3). The orthogonality is expressed by

π∫
0

P̃kl(cos ϑ)P̃k′l′(cos ϑ) sinϑ dϑ =
2

2k + 1
(k + l)!
(k − l)!

δkk′ δll′ , (A.37)

in contrast to the orthogonality for the associated Legendre functions defined in eq. (A.2)

π∫
0

Pkl(cos ϑ)Pk′l′(cos ϑ) sinϑ dϑ =
1
2π

δkk′ δll′ . (A.38)

We find the following relation between the Legendre function in the different normalization,

P̃kl(cos ϑ) = λklPkl(cos ϑ), (A.39)

where λkl is given by

λkl = (−1)l

√
4π

2k + 1
(k + l)!
(k − l)!

. (A.40)

We compare now both expressions for S to find a relation between the real and the complex coefficients.
First, we split the summation in eq. (A.34), which yields

S(r, Ω) =
∞∑

j=0

[
Sj 0(r)Yj 0(Ω) +

−1∑
m=−j

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω) +
j∑

m=1

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
]
,

=
∞∑

j=0

[
Sj 0(r)Yj 0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

(
Sj−m(r)Yj−m(Ω) + Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)

)]
.
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With the definition of the complex conjugated in eq. (A.7) it is

S(r, Ω) =
∞∑

j=0

[
Sj 0(r)Yj 0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

(
(−1)mSj−m(r)Y ∗

jm(Ω) + Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
)]

.

For a real scalar function S, the following relation holds:

(−1)mSj−m(r) = S∗jm, (A.41)

from which we derive

S(r, Ω) =
∞∑

j=0

[
Sj 0(r)Yj 0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

(
S∗jm(r)Y ∗

jm(Ω) + Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
)]

,

=
∞∑

j=0

[
Sj 0(r)Yj 0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

2 Re
(
Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)

)]
.

Using the definition of the scalar SH, we find

S(r, Ω) =
∞∑

j=0

{
Sj 0(r) cos(0)Pjm(cos ϑ) +

j∑
m=1

2
[
Re (Sjm(r)) cos(mϕ)Pjm(cos ϑ)

− Im (Sjm(r)) sin(mϕ)Pjm(cos ϑ)
]}

,

=
∞∑

j=0

j∑
m=1

(2− δm0)
λjm

[
Re

(
Sjm(r)

)
cos(mϕ)− Im

(
Sjm(r)

)
sin(mϕ)

]
P̃jm(cos ϑ). (A.42)

The comparison of eq. (A.42) and eq. (A.35) yields the relation between the real and complex coefficients
of the SH representation for m ≥ 0:{

Sc
jm(r)

Ss
jm(r)

}
=

(2− δm0)
λjm

{
Re

(
Sjm(r)

)
− Im

(
Sjm(r)

)}. (A.43)

With that, we can derive the relation vice versa for m ≥ 0:

Sjm(r) =
λjm

(2− δm0)
(
Sc

jm(r)− iSs
jm(r)

)
. (A.44)

For m < 0 we can calculate the coefficients by eq. (A.41).
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Additional derivations for the EM
torque formulation B

B.1 Magnetic stress tensor

Here, we derive the divergence of the magnetic stress tensor using the definition of the divergence of a
tensor

div M =
3

EEE [grad M]I , (B.1)

where the Levi-Civita tensor is defined by the extension of the Levi-Civita symbol, εklm, by

3

EEE = (εklmek ⊗ el ⊗ em) (B.2)

and I is the identity tensor. With that, we find using Einstein’s summation convention

div M = Mkl, m (ek ⊗ el ⊗ em) (ej ⊗ ej) ,

= Mkl, mδlj δmj ek,

= Mkj, j ek,

where the indices following a comma denotes the partial derivative with respect to the related base
vector. With the definition in eq. (2.6) it follows

=
1
µ0

Bj
∂

∂xj
Bk + Bk

∂

∂xj
Bj︸ ︷︷ ︸−

1
2

∂

∂xk
(BnBn)

 ek. (B.3)

= 0

B.2 Symmetry property of a tensor of second order

In the derivation of the surface integral of the EM coupling torque, we need the following property of a
symmetric tensor of second order, M (see eq. (2.11)):

r × div M = div
(
r ×M

)
.

To prove this property, we use the more general relation for any tensor of second order, T , and a vector,
v:

div
(
v × T

)
= v × div T + gradv × T . (B.4)

With the Levi-Civita tensor and the definition of the vector product between a vector, v, and a tensor, T
by

v × T =
[

3

EEE
(
v ⊗ T

)]2

, (B.5)

where 2 indicates that the result is a tensor of second order, it follows in Einstein’s summation convention

v × T =
[(

εijkei ⊗ ej ⊗ ek

)(
vrer ⊗ Tstes ⊗ et

)]2

,

= εijkvrTstδjr δksei ⊗ et,

= εijkvjTktei ⊗ et,
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and we find

div
(
v × T

)
= εijk

(
vjTkt

)
,s

(
ei ⊗ et ⊗ es

)(
en ⊗ en

)
,

= εijk

(
vjTkt

)
,s
δtn δsnei,

= εijk

(
vjTkn

)
,n

ei,

= εijkvjTkn ,nei + εijkvj ,nTknei. (B.6)

From the first term of the right-hand side of eq. (B.4) we can derive the expression

v × div T =
[

3

EEE
(
vses

)
⊗

(
Tln ,nen

)]
,

=
(
εijkei ⊗ ej ⊗ ek

)(
vses ⊗ Tln ,nel

)
,

= εijkvsTln ,nδjs δklei,

= εijkvjTkn ,nei, (B.7)

which is identically with the first part of eq. (B.6). Moreover, the second part of eq. (B.4) yields

gradv × T =
3

EEE
(
gradvT >)

,

=
(
εijkei ⊗ ej ⊗ ek

)(
vl ,n(el ⊗ en)Tst(et ⊗ es)

)
,

= εijkvl ,nTstδnt δjl δks ei,

= εijkvj ,nTknei, (B.8)

which is identically with the second part of eq. (B.6) and the whole relation is proved. Now we apply
eq. (B.4) to the position vector, r, and the magnetic stress tensor, M. To prove the relation in eq. (2.11),
we have to show that the second term in eq. (B.4) vanishs for a symmetric tensor like the magnetic
stress tensor:

grad r ×M =
(
rl ,mel ⊗ em

)
×

(
Mstes ⊗ et

)
,

=
(
δlmel ⊗ em

)
×

(
Mstes ⊗ et

)
,

=
(

3

EEEIM>
)

,

=
(
εijkei ⊗ ej ⊗ ek

)
Mst

(
et ⊗ es

)
,

= εijkδjt δksMstei,

= εijkMkjei.

With the symmetry of M follows

Mkj = Mjk

and therefore

grad r ×M = 0. (B.9)

B.3 Derivation of the eq. (2.9)

For the derivation of eq. (2.9), the definition of the rotation of an arbitrary vector T is needed:

rotT =
3

EEE
[
gradT>]

. (B.10)
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Using Einstein’s summation convention, this definition reads

rotB ×B =
3

EEE
[
gradB>]

×B,

= (εijnei ⊗ ej ⊗ en) Bo,p (ep ⊗ eo)× (Bses) ,

= εijnBo,pδjpδnoei × (Bses) ,

= (εijnBn,jei)× (Bses) ,

=
3

EEE [εijnBn, jei]⊗ (Bses) ,

= (εklmek ⊗ el ⊗ em) (εijnBn, jei ⊗Bses) ,

= εklmεijnBn, jBsδliδmsek,

= εijnεimkBn, jBmek .

With the relation

εijnεimk = δjmδnk − δjkδnm (B.11)

follows

rotB ×B = (δjmδnk − δjkδnm) Bn, jBm ek,

= Bk,jBjek −Bn,kBnek,

= Bj
∂

∂xj
Bkek −Bn

∂

∂xk
Bnek,

=
(

Bj
∂

∂xj
Bk −

1
2

∂(BnBn)
∂xk

)
ek . (B.12)

B.4 Derivation of the surface integral in eq. (2.14)

For the electromagnetic coupling torque L, we found in eq. (2.12) the surface integral

L =
∫
Ω

(r ×M) · n r2 dΩ.

With the definition of the vector product between a vector and a tensor, it is

(r ×M) · n =
[

3

EEE (r ⊗M)
]2

· n,

=
[

3

EEE (rses ⊗Mjmej ⊗ em)
]2

· n,

and with the definition of the magnetic stress tensor in eq. (2.6) follows in Einstein’s summation condition

=
[
(εpqrep ⊗ eq ⊗ er) rses ⊗

(
1
µ0

(
BjBm −

1
2
BkBkδjm

)
ej ⊗ em

)]2

· n,

=
[
εpqrrs

1
µ0

(
BjBm −

1
2
BkBkδjm

)
δqs δrjep ⊗ em

]
· n,

=
1
µ0

[
εpqr

(
rqBrBm −

1
2
BkBkδrm

)
ep ⊗ em

]
· n,

=
1
µ0

[
(εpqrrqBr) Bm −

(
εpqr

1
2
BkBkδrm

)]
ep ⊗ em · n.

Using the definition of the vector product yields

(r ×M) · n =
1
µ0

[
(r ×B) (B · n)− (B)2

2
(r × n)

]
, (B.13)
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where the following relation has been applied:

r × n = rses × en,

=
3

EEE [rses ⊗ en] ,

= εijk (ei ⊗ ej ⊗ ek) rses ⊗ en,

= εijkrsδjs δknei,

= εijnrjei. (B.14)

We can now derive the surface integral in eq. (2.14):

L =
1
µ0

∫
Ω

[
(r ×B) (B · n)− (B)2

2
(r × n)

]
r2 dΩ.

B.5 Field-generating scalar functions

The field-generating scalar functions S and T fulfill eqs. (2.28) and (2.29). Here, we proove this relations
in detail. With eq. (B.10) we find

rot
(
rT

)
=

3

EEE
[
grad>(rT )

]
,

= εijn

(
ei ⊗ ej ⊗ en

)(
rT

)
o ,p

(
ep ⊗ eo

)
,

= εijn

(
rT

)
o ,p

δjp δno ei,

= εijn

(
rnT,j + rn ,jT

)
ei,

and with rn ,j = 0 follows

= εijnrnT,jei, (B.15)

= −εinjrnT,jei.

(B.16)

This is identical with

rot
(
rT

)
= −r × gradT, (B.17)

by which eq. (2.29) is proved. With eq. (B.15) we can derive now for eq. (2.28)

rot rot
(
rS

)
= rot

(
εijnrnS,jei

)
,

=
3

EEE
[
grad>

(
εijnrnS,jei

)]
,

= εstu

(
es ⊗ et ⊗ eu

)(
εijnrnS,j

)
i ,p

(
ep ⊗ ei

)
,

= εstu

(
εijnrnS,j

)
i ,p

δtp δuies,

= εstiεijn

(
rnS,j

)
i ,t

es,

= εstiεijn

(
rn ,tS,j + rnS,jt

)
i
es,

and with eq. (B.11) follows

=
(
δsj δtn − δsn δtj

)(
rn ,tS,j + rnS,jt

)
es,

= rt ,tS,ses − rsS,ttes.

With the definitions of the gradient and Laplace operator, we obtain

rot rot
(
rS

)
= grad

( ∂

∂r
rS

)
− r∆S, (B.18)

by which eq. (2.28) is proved.
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B.6 Componental form of BBB in spherical coordinates

We start from eq. (2.30),

B = −r∆S + grad
(

∂

∂r
rS

)
− r × gradT,

to derive the components of the magnetic flux B in spherical coordinates. We need for the further
derivation with the position vector r = rer the following differential operators in spherical coordinates
(e. g. Varshalovich et al., 1989, Chap. 1):

∆S =
1
r2

∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
S

)
+

1
r2 sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
S

)
+

1
r2 sin2 ϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
S, (B.19)

grad
(

∂

∂r

(
rS

))
=

∂

∂r

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
er +

1
r

∂

∂ϑ

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
eϑ +

1
r sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
eϕ. (B.20)

Moreover, we need the relation

r × gradT = εijnrjT,nei,

which reads in spherical coordinates as

r × gradT = −r
1

r sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Teϑ +

1
r
r

∂

∂ϑ
Teϕ,

=
1

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Teϑ −

∂

∂ϑ
Teϕ. (B.21)

Considering the definition r = rer, we can now split the magnetic flux vector, B, into its spherical
components:

Br = −r

(
1
r2

∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
S

)
+

1
r2 sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
S

)
+

1
r2 sin2 ϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
S

)
+

∂

∂r

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
, (B.22)

Bϑ =
1
r

∂

∂ϑ

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
+

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
T, (B.23)

Bϕ =
1

r sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
− ∂

∂ϑ
T. (B.24)

Furthermore, we can simplify Br in eq. (B.22) as follows. With

1
r

∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
S

)
=

1
r

(
2r

∂

∂r
S + r2 ∂2

∂r2

)
,

= 2
∂

∂r
S + r

∂2

∂r2
,

and

∂

∂r

(
∂

∂r

(
rS

))
=

∂

∂r

(
r

∂

∂r
S

)
+

∂

∂r
S,

= 2
∂

∂r
S + r

∂2

∂r2
,

the expression (B.22) for Br reduces to

Br = −1
r

[
1

sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
S

)
+

1
sin2 ϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
S

]
= −1

r
∆Ω S. (B.25)
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B.7 SHR of the components of the magnetic field

Starting from the equations for the vector components of B in appendix B.6, we can split them into
poloidal and toroidal parts, related to the field-generating scalars, defined in eq. (2.25) and express this
by the SHR of S and T , given in eqs. (2.43) and (2.52). For the poloidal part, we find the following
expressions,

BP
r = −1

r

∑
jm

∆Ω

[
Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)

]
, (B.26)

BP
ϑ =

1
r

∑
jm

∂

∂ϑ

[
∂

∂r

(
rSjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω)

]
, (B.27)

BP
ϕ =

1
r sinϑ

∑
jm

∂

∂ϕ

[
∂

∂r

(
rSjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω)

]
, (B.28)

for the toroidal part we find

BT
r = 0, (B.29)

BT
ϑ =

1
sinϑ

∑
jm

∂

∂ϕ

[
Tjm(r)Yjm(Ω)

]
, (B.30)

BT
ϕ = −

∑
jm

∂

∂ϑ

[
Tjm(r)Yjm(Ω)

]
. (B.31)

The relations between Gauss coefficients and the field generating scalar S in eq. (E.6) are only valid for
positive orders, m ≥ 0, of the SHR. Therefore, we need also for the vector components of B expressions,
which consider only positive orders of the SHR. For eq. (B.26), we can apply eq. (A.18), which yields

BP
r =

1
r

∑
jm

j(j + 1)Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω),

which leads to the decomposition for positive and negative orders:

BP
r =

1
r

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[
Sj0(r)Yj0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω) +
−1∑

m=−j

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
]
.

With the substitution −m = ν in the second sum over m follows

BP
r =

1
r

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[
Sj0(r)Yj0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω) +
j∑

ν=1

Sj−ν(r)Yj−ν(Ω)
]
,

which simplifies using eqs. (A.7) and (A.41) and substituting ν = m to

BP
r =

1
r

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[
Sj0(r)Yj0(Ω) +

j∑
m=1

(
Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω) + S∗jm(r)Y ∗

jm(Ω)
)]

.

For all complex numbers a, b ∈ C it is valid:

ab + a∗b∗ = 2Re(ab). (B.32)

This relation yields the final relation

BP
r =

1
r

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[
Sj0(r)Yj0(Ω) + 2

j∑
m=1

Re
(

Sjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
)]

, (B.33)
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where BP
r is expressed only by non-negative orders m.

For the ϑ-componet of BP in eq. (B.27), the application of the product rule leads to the expression

BP
ϑ =

1
r

[∑
jm

(
Sjm(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

)) ∂

∂ϑ
Yjm(Ω)

]
,

which can be transformed with eq. (A.20) to

BP
ϑ =

1
2r

[∑
jm

(
Sjm(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

))(√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1)Yj (m+1)(Ω) e−iϕ

−
√

j(j + 1)−m(m− 1) Yj (m−1)(Ω) eiϕ

)]
.

Due to the requirement m ≥ 0 for the order of the SHR, we reformulate the last equation with the
substitution −m = ν and we find

BP
ϑ =

1
2r

jmax∑
j=1

[(
Sj0(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sj0(r)

))√
j(j + 1)

(
Yj 1(Ω) e−iϕ − Yj−1(Ω) eiϕ

)

+
j∑

m=1

(
Sjm(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

))(√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1) Yj (m+1)(Ω) e−iϕ

−
√

j(j + 1)−m(m− 1) Yj (m−1)(Ω) eiϕ

)
+

j∑
ν=1

(
Sj−ν(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sj−ν(r)

))(√
j(j + 1)− ν(ν − 1) Yj−(ν−1)(Ω) e−iϕ

−
√

j(j + 1)− ν(ν + 1) Yj−(ν+1)(Ω) eiϕ

)]
.

Further, we simplify this expression using the relation of complex conjugated coefficients and SH given
in eq. (A.7) and in eq. (A.41), respectively.

BP
ϑ =

1
2r

jmax∑
j=1

[(
Sj0(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sj0(r)

))√
j(j + 1)

(
Yj 1(Ω) e−iϕ +

(
Yj 1(Ω)

)∗(
e−iϕ

)∗)

+
j∑

m=1

(
Sjm(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

))(√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1) Yj (m+1)(Ω) e−iϕ

−
√

j(j + 1)−m(m− 1) Yj (m−1)(Ω) eiϕ

)
+

j∑
ν=1

(−1)ν

(
S∗j ν(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sj ν(r)

)∗)(√
j(j + 1)− ν(ν − 1)

(−1)ν−1Y ∗
j (ν−1)(Ω)

(
eiϕ

)∗ −√
j(j + 1)− ν(ν + 1)(−1)ν+1Y ∗

j (ν+1)(Ω)
(
eiϕ

)∗)]
.

For all complex numbers a, b, c ∈ C, it is valid:

abc + a∗b∗c∗ = 2Re(abc). (B.34)

Scientific Technical Report STR 08/06 
DOI: 10.2312/GFZ.b103-08061

Deutsches GeoForschungsZentrum GFZ



46

In addition, we use eq. (B.32) and the substitution ν = m to derive

BP
ϑ =

1
r

jmax∑
j=1

[(
Sj0(r) + r

( ∂

∂r
Sj0(r)

))√
j(j + 1) Re

(
Yj 1(Ω) e−iϕ

)

+
j∑

m=1

√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1)

(
Re

(
Sjm(r)Yj (m+1)(Ω) e−iϕ

)
+ Re

(
r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)Yj (m+1)(Ω) e−iϕ

))
−

√
j(j + 1)−m(m− 1)

(
Re

(
Sjm(r)Yj (m−1)(Ω) eiϕ

)
+ Re

(
r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)Yj (m−1)(Ω) eiϕ

))]
. (B.35)

The ϕ-component of BP is given by eq. (B.28) and applying the product rule leads to

BP
ϕ =

1
r sinϑ

∑
jm

(
Sjm(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

)
∂

∂ϕ
Yjm(Ω),

which can be simplified with eq. (A.19)

BP
ϕ =

i

r sinϑ

∑
jm

m

(
Sjm(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω).

Due to the requirement m ≥ 0 for the order of the SHR, we reformulate the last equation with the
substitution −m = ν and we find

BP
ϕ =

i

r sinϑ

[jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=1

m

(
Sjm(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω)

−
j∑

ν=1

ν

(
Sj−ν(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sj−ν(r)

)
Yj−ν(Ω)

]
.

With the relations for complex conjugate SH and coefficients in eq. (A.7) and (A.41), we derive the
following expression:

BP
ϕ =

i

r sinϑ

[jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=1

m

(
Sjm(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω)

−
j∑

ν=1

ν

(
S∗j ν(r) + r

∂

∂r
S∗j ν(r)

)
Y ∗

j ν(Ω)
]
.

Substituting now ν = m and considering the relation

i
(
ab− a∗b∗

)
= −2 Im (ab), (B.36)

which holds for all complex numbers a, b ∈ C, leads to the final expression

BP
ϕ =

−2
r sinϑ

jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=1

m Im
((

Sjm(r) + r
∂

∂r
Sjm(r)

)
Yjm(Ω)

)
. (B.37)

Analogous to the derivation of the poloidal components, we have to formulate related expressions
for the toroidal components. In this case, only the ϑ- and ϕ-component exist and for the first we find by
applying eq. (A.19) on eq. (B.30)

BT
ϑ =

i

sinϑ

∑
jm

m Tjm(r)Yjm(Ω).
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To fulfill the restriction m ≥ 0, we can follow the derivation of BP
ϕ above, which leads here to

BT
ϑ =

−2
sinϑ

jmax∑
j=1

j∑
m=1

m Im
(

Tjm(r)Yjm(Ω)
)

. (B.38)

For the last missing component BT
ϕ, eq. (B.31) leads to

BT
ϕ = −

∑
jm

Tjm(r)
∂

∂ϑ
Yjm(Ω).

The partial derivative can be resolved by eq. (A.20) and the equation reads:

BT
ϕ =

−1
2

∑
jm

Tjm(r)
[√

j(j + 1)−m(m + 1)Yj (m+1)(Ω)e−iϕ

−
√

j(j + 1)−m(m− 1)Yj (m−1)(Ω)eiϕ

]
.

We also face here the restriction, that m ≥ 0 has to be satisfied. Therefore, we apply the splitting of the
second summation for m > 0, m = 0 and m < 0, and following the derivation of BP

ϑ we obtain

BT
ϕ = −

jmax∑
j=1

[
Tj0(r)

√
j(j + 1)Re

(
Yj1(Ω)e−iϕ

)
+

j∑
m=1

(√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1) Re

(
Tjm(r)Yj (m+1)(Ω)e−iϕ

)
−

√
j(j + 1)−m(m− 1) Re

(
Tjm(r)Yj (m−1)(Ω)eiϕ

))]
, (B.39)

where also eq. (B.34) is used.
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Spherical-harmonic representation
of the EM torque C

C.1 Additional derivations for the axial toroidal EM torque

In eq. (2.54), the summation over the index m is not restricted to m ≥ 0 as assumed in the relation
between the Gauss coefficients and the complex field-generating scalar S. Here, we summarize the
derivation of eq. (2.55) and we split eq. (2.54) as follows:

LT
z =

r2

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[ j∑

m=0

(j − 1)

√
(j −m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sjm(r)T ∗(j−1) m(r)

− (j − 2)

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sjm(r)T ∗(j+1) m(r)

+ (j − 1)

√
(j − 1)2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sj0(r)T ∗(j−1) 0(r)− (j + 2)

√
(j + 1)2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sj0(r)T ∗(j+1) 0(r)

+
−1∑

m=−j

(j − 1)

√
(j −m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sjm(r)T ∗(j−1) m(r)

− (j − 2)

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sjm(r)T ∗(j+1) m(r)

]
.

We use the substitution m = −ν and the relation for the complex conjugate coefficients in eq. (A.41) to
derive

Sj−ν(r) = (−1)−νS∗j ν(r), (C.1)

T ∗j−ν(r) = (−1)−νTj ν(r). (C.2)

Applying this relation to the last summation leads to

j∑
ν=1

(j − 1)

√
(j + ν − 1)2 − ν2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
Sj−ν(r)T ∗(j−1)−ν(r)

− (j − 2)

√
(j + 1)2 − ν2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
Sj−ν(r)T ∗(j+1)−ν(r)

=
j∑

ν=1

(j − 1)

√
(j + ν − 1)2 − ν2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
S∗j ν(r)T(j−1) ν(r)

− (j − 2)

√
(j + 1)2 − ν2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
S∗j ν(r)T(j+1) ν(r),

which reads with the re-substitution ν = m as follows:

=
j∑

m=1

(j − 1)

√
(j + m− 1)2 −m2

(2j + 1)(2j − 1)
S∗jm(r)T(j−1) m(r)

− (j − 2)

√
(j + 1)2 −m2

(2j + 3)(2j + 1)
S∗jm(r)T(j+1) m(r). (C.3)

With this findings, we can derive eq. (2.55) straightforward.
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C.2 Additional derivations for non-axial poloidal EM torques

Here, we want to derive eq. (2.71) from eq. (2.70). In the first step, we split the summation over m into
m > 0, m = 0 and m < 0, which reads as follows:

LP =
i r

µ0

{jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[ j∑

m=1

√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1)Sjm

(
S∗j (m+1)(r)

+ r
∂

∂r
S∗j (m+1)(r)

)
+

√
j(j + 1)Sj0(r)

(
S∗j1(r) + r

∂

∂r
S∗j1(r)

)
+

−1∑
m=−j

√
j(j + 1)−m(m + 1)Sjm

(
S∗j (m+1)(r) + r

∂

∂r
S∗j (m+1)(r)

)]}
. (C.4)

We substitute now m = −ν in the last summation and use the relation eqs. (C.1)–(C.2), which leads to

j∑
ν=1

√
j(j + 1)− ν(ν − 1)Sj−ν(r)

(
S∗j−(ν−1)(r) + r

∂

∂r
S∗j−(ν+1)(r)

)

=
j∑

ν=1

√
j(j + 1)− ν(ν − 1)(−1)−νS∗j ν(r)

(
(−1)−(ν−1)Sj (ν−1)(r)

+ r(−1)−(ν−1) ∂

∂r
Sj (ν−1)(r)

)
.

This can be transformed with the re-substitution ν = m to:

= −
j∑

m=1

√
j(j + 1)−m(m− 1)S∗jm(r)

(
Sj (m−1)(r) + r

∂

∂r
Sj (m−1)(r)

)
. (C.5)

With this last expression and eq. (C.4), we can now derive eq. (2.71).

C.3 Additional derivations for non-axial toroidal EM torque

To perform the integration over ϕ in eq. (2.75) we apply the following expression,

2π∫
0

ei nϕdϕ =

{
2π for n = 0

0 for n 6= 0
, (C.6)

which leads to a Kronecker symbol for the related indices.
Moreover, we need the relation for K in eq. (2.77) to perform the integration over ϑ. For the derivation

of this relation, we follow Kautzleben (1965). He gives a few recursion formulae for Legendre functions,
from which we start here (Kautzleben, 1965, eqs. 256 a, 259 a & 266):

Pk (m+2)(cos ϑ)− 2(m + 1) cotϑPk (m+1)(cos ϑ) + (k + m)(k + m + 1)Pkm(cos ϑ) = 0, (C.7)

cos ϑPkm(cos ϑ) =
1

2k + 1
(
(k −m + 1)P(k+1) m(cos ϑ) + (k + m)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ)

)
, (C.8)

− (2k + 1) sinϑPk (m+1)(cos ϑ)

= (k −m)(k −m + 1)P(k+1) m(cos ϑ)− (k + m)(k + m + 1)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ). (C.9)

Applying the first relation, eq. (C.7), and considering of the definition of the cot-function yields

cos ϑ sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ) + (m + 1)Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ)

= (m + 1)
(
1− cos2 ϑ

)
· Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ) + (k −m)(k + m + 1) cos ϑ sinϑPkm(cos ϑ),

= sinϑ

[
(m + 1) sinϑPk (m+1)(cos ϑ) + (k −m)(k + m + 1) cos ϑPkm(cos ϑ)

]
.
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We apply here eqs. (C.9) and (C.8) and find:

=
sinϑ

2k + 1

[
(m + 1)

(
−(k + m)(k −m + 1)P(k+1) m(cos ϑ) + (k + m)(k + m + 1)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ)

)]
+ (k −m)(k + m + 1)

(
(k −m + 1)P(k+1) m(cos ϑ) + (k + m)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ)

)]
,

=
sinϑ

2k + 1

[
(k −m + 1)(k −m)(−m− 1 + k + m + 1)P(k+1) m(cos ϑ)

+ (k + m + 1)(k + m)(m + 1 + k −m)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ)
]
.

This can be simplified to

cos ϑ sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ
Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ) + (m + 1)Pk (m+1)(cos ϑ)

=
sinϑ

2k + 1

[
(k −m + 1)(k −m)kP(k+1) m(cos ϑ) + (k + m + 1)(k + m)(k + 1)P(k−1) m(cos ϑ)

]
,

which is the relation for K in eq. (2.77).
The last step to derive eq. (2.79) from eq. (2.78) is the restriction of the summation over m to positive

values. We split the summation over m into m > 0, m = 0 and m < 0:

LT = − r2

µ0

jmax∑
j=1

j(j + 1)
[ j∑

m=1

Sjm(r)
(

(j −m)(j −m− 1)(j − 1)
(2j − 1)

T ∗(j−1) (m+1)(r)

+
(j + m + 2)(j + m + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1) (m+1)(r)

)
+ Sj0(r)

(
j(j − 1)2

(2j − 1)
T ∗(j−1) 1(r) +

(j + 1)(j + 2)2

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1) 1(r)

)
+

−1∑
m=−j

Sjm(r)
(

(j −m)(j −m− 1)(j − 1)
(2j − 1)

T ∗(j−1) (m+1)(r)

+
(j + m + 2)(j + m + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1) (m+1)(r)

)]
. (C.10)

We substitute now m = −ν and use eqs. (C.1) and (C.2) to reformulate the last summation, which leads
to

j∑
ν=1

Sj−ν(r)
(

(j + ν)(j + ν − 1)(j − 1)
(2j + 1)

T ∗(j−1)−(ν−1)(r)

+
(j − ν + 2)(j − ν + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T ∗(j+1)−(ν−1)(r)

)
=

j∑
ν=1

(−1)νS∗jν(r)
(

(j + ν)(j + ν − 1)(j − 1)
(2j + 1)

(−1)(ν−1) T(j−1) (ν−1)(r)

+
(j − ν + 2)(j − ν + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
(−1)(ν−1) T(j+1) (ν−1)(r)

)
.

This can be transformed with the re-substitution ν = m to:

= −
j∑

m=1

S∗jm(r)
(

(j + m)(j + m− 1)(j − 1)
(2j − 1)

T(j−1) (m−1)(r)

+
(j −m + 2)(j −m + 1)(j + 2)

(2j + 3)
T(j+1) (m−1)(r)

)
. (C.11)

With the last expression and eq. (C.10) we can derive eq. (2.79).
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Additional derivation for the
toroidal magnetic field D

D.1 Derivation of the scalar induction equations

Here, we derive the scalar form of the induction equation for the mantle (eq. (3.9)-(3.10)) and the outer-
core (eq. (3.16)-(3.17)) domain. Due to the fact that the mantle equations are a simplified special case
of the outer core equations (reduction of the V , V e, U and U e related terms), we derive first the more
general case of the induction equation for the outer-core domain.

To derive the scalar toroidal induction equation for the outer-core domain, we split eq. (3.8) into
toroidal and poloidal parts. The toroidal part is given by:

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σC

rotBT

)
− rot

((
u×B

)P + Ee P

)
+

∂

∂t
BT = 0. (D.1)

Here, we have considered that for any poloidal vector U P follows: rotU P is toroidal and vice versa
and aBP is poloidal if a is a scalar function of r only. Now, we apply the definitions in eqs. (2.25) and
(3.11)–(3.14) to the toroidal equation above.

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σC

rot rot
(
T

))
− rot

(
rV + gradW + rV e + gradW e

)
+

∂

∂t
rot

(
rT

)
= 0

With the following relations for the differential operator rot, any vector v and any scalar s (e. g. Bronstein
et al., 1997, Sec. 13.2.5),

rot
(
sv

)
= s rotv + grad s× v, (D.2)

rot
(
v1 + v2

)
= rot v1 + rotv2, (D.3)

rot
(
grad s

)
= 0, (D.4)

the toroidal induction equation reads:

1
µ0

[
1
σC

rot rot rot
(
rT

)
+ grad

1
σC

× rot rot
(
rT

)]
− rot

(
rV

)
− rot

(
rV e

)
+

∂

∂t
rot

(
rT

)
= 0.

In addition to the relations in eqs. (2.28)-(2.29), we consider (e. g. Krause & Rädler, 1980, Sec. 13.3)

rot rot rot
(
rT

)
= r × grad

(
∆T

)
, (D.5)

which leads to the following toroidal induction equation:

1
µ0σC

[
r × grad

(
∆T

)]
+

1
µ0

[
grad

1
σC

×
(
−r∆T + grad

(
∂

∂r
rT

))]
+ r × gradV + r × gradV e − ∂

∂t

(
r × gradT

)
= 0. (D.6)

For the further derivation, we have to reformulate the second term in the equation above, which reads
with r = rer, a spherical symmetric conductivity σ and its related partial derivative er

∂
∂r

1
σ = −r 1

rσ2
∂
∂r σ:

1
µ0

[(
r

1
rσ2

C

∂

∂r
σC × r∆T

)
−

(
r

1
rσ2

C

∂

∂r
σC × grad

(
∂

∂r
rT

))]
=

1
µ0 σC

[
−r × grad

(
1

rσC

∂

∂r
σC

∂

∂r
rT

)]
. (D.7)
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We also consider that due to the sole r-dependence of the conductivity the following relation is valid:

r
1

rσC

∂

∂r
σC × grad

(
∂

∂r
rT

)
= r × grad

(
1

rσC

∂

∂r
σC

∂

∂r
rT

)
.

First, we exchange the second term in eq. (D.6) by eq. (D.7) and, secondly, we consider that the following
is valid for any scalar function a and b:

r × grad a + r × grad b = r × grad(a + b).

This leads for the toroidal induction equation of the core domain to:

r × grad
(

1
µ0 σC

[
∆T − 1

rσC

∂

∂r
σC

∂

∂r

(
rT

)
+ V + V e − ∂

∂t
T

])
= 0. (D.8)

In a simplified notation, eq. (D.8) reads

r × grad f(r, Ω) = 0 .

Performing the vector product shows the sole r-dependence of the expression, which leads to f(r, Ω) =
g(r). Based on the normalization of the field-generating scalars in eqs. (2.27) and (3.15), we can con-
clude that ∫

Ω

1
µ0 σC

[
∆T − 1

rσC

∂

∂r
σC

∂

∂r

(
rT

)
+ V + V e − ∂

∂t
T

]
dΩ = 0 .

If
∫
Ω

T dΩ = 0 like in eq. (2.27) then it also holds that
∫
Ω

∆T dΩ = 0, seen when considering the splitting
of the Laplace operator according to eq. (A.16). From r × grad(f(r, Ω)) = 0, then it follows in this line of
argumentation that f(r, Ω) = g(r) vanishes identically, i.e. eq. (D.8) is only satisfied if

1
µ0 σC

(
∆T − 1

rσC

∂

∂r
σC

∂

∂r

(
rT

)
+ V + V e − ∂

∂t
T

)
= 0 . (D.9)

This leads to eq. (3.16) in sec. 3.1. If we neglect the additional term in the induction equation of the core
and exchange the conductivity of the core, σC, by the r-dependent conductivity profile of the mantle,
σM(r), we can analogously find eq. (3.9).

We split the induction equation for the core given in eq. (3.8) into its poloidal and toroidal parts, where
the poloidal part is given by:

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σC

rotBP

)
− rot

((
u×B

)T + Ee T

)
+

∂

∂t
BP = 0. (D.10)

Here, we consider in addition the definitions of the field-generating scalars in eqs. (2.25) and (3.11)–
(3.14) and find

1
µ0

rot
(

1
σC

rot rot rot
(
rS

))
− rot

(
rot(rU

)
+ rot

(
rU e

))
+

∂

∂t
rot rot

(
rS

)
= 0.

With the relation in eq. (D.3) and reversing the order of partial and temporal derivatives, the induction
equation reads:

rot
[

1
µ0 σC

(
rot rot rot

(
rS

))
− rot

(
rU

)
− rot

(
rU e

)
+ rot

(
r

∂

∂t
S

)]
= 0.

For the further derivation, we apply eqs. (D.5) and (2.29), which leads to

rot
[

1
µ0 σC

(
r × grad∆S

)
+ r × gradU + r × gradU e − r × grad

(
∂

∂t
S

)]
= 0.

As discussed above, it is possible to move the sole r-dependent factor 1
µ0 σC

into the grad operator, and
we reformulate the poloidal induction as follows:

rot
[
r × grad

(
1

µ0 σC

∆S + U + U e − ∂

∂t
S

)]
= 0. (D.11)
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With the relation in eq. (2.29), we find in simplified notation for the equation above

rot
[
r × grad f(r, Ω)

]
= − rot

(
rot rf(r, Ω)

)
= 0

The term (rot rf(r, Ω)) is sole toroidal and in Krause & Rädler (1980, Sec. 13.4) a relation for a toroidal
field AT is given, which reads: if rotAT = 0 in the whole region then AT = 0. Therefore, it holds

rot rf(r, Ω) = 0 = r × grad f(r, Ω) ,

which reduces the problem to that solved above for the toroidal field. With the same arguments like for
the toroidal part, we can conclude that the equation above is only valid, if

1
µ0 σC

∆S + U + U e − ∂

∂t
S = 0, (D.12)

is fulfilled, taking into account the normalization of the field-generating scalars in eqs. (2.26) and (3.15),
and its consequences for ∆.

D.2 SHR of the scalar induction equations

For the further derivation of the toroidal magnetic field and for the basis equation of the NHDC, we need
the spherical harmonic representation (SHR) of the scalar induction equations (3.9) and (3.10) for the
mantle. First, we focus on the toroidal induction equation and apply the SHR of the field-generating
scalar T in eq. (2.52):

1
µ0σM(r)

[∑
jm

∆Tjm(r, t)Yjm(Ω)− 1
rσM(r)

d
dr

σM(r)
∑
jm

∂

∂r

(
rTjm(r, t)

)
Yjm(Ω)

]
−

∑
jm

∂

∂t
Tjm(r, t)Yjm(Ω) = 0.

We split now the Laplace operator into its radial and angular part, according to eqs. (A.16) and (A.17).
Applying this relations and resorting the different terms in one summation leads to∑

jm

{
1

µ0σM(r)

[
1
r2

(
∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
Tjm(r, t)

)
− j(j + 1)Tjm(r, t)

)

− 1
rσM(r)

d
dr

σM(r)
∂

∂r

(
rTjm(r, t)

)]
− ∂

∂t
Tjm(r, t)

}
Yjm(Ω) = 0. (D.13)

Due to the orthogonality of the SH, we can conclude that each equation for any j and m has to be
satisfied. Implementing the radial derivatives we can find the equation:

1
µ0σM(r)

[
2
r

∂

∂r
Tjm(r, t) +

∂2

∂r2
Tjm(r, t)− j(j + 1)

r2
Tjm(r, t)

− 1
σM(r)

d
dr

σM(r)
(

Tjm(r, t) + r
∂

∂r
Tjm(r, t)

)]
− ∂

∂t
Tjm(r, t) = 0, (D.14)

where a reordering with respect to the order of the partial derivatives of the coefficients Tjm leads to
eq. (3.18).

In the second part of this section, we derive the SHR of the poloidal induction equation in eq. (3.10)
for the mantle, applying eq. (2.43):

1
µ0σM(r)

∑
jm

∆Sjm(r, t)Yjm(Ω)−
∑
jm

∂

∂t
Sjm(r, t)Yjm(Ω) = 0,

which can be further simplified using eq. (A.16) and considering eq. (A.18)

∑
jm

{
1

µ0σM(r)

[
1
r2

(
∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
Sjm(r, t)

)
− j(j + 1)Sjm(r, t)

)]
− ∂

∂t
Sjm(r, t)

}
Yjm(Ω) = 0.
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Due to the orthogonality of the SH, we can conclude that each equation for any j and m has to be
satisfied. This leads to:

∂2

∂r2
Sjm(r, t) +

2
r

∂

∂r
Sjm(r, t)− j(j + 1)

r2
Sjm(r, t)− µ0σM(r)

∂

∂t
Sjm(r, t) = 0, (D.15)

i. e. eq. (3.19).

D.3 SHR of the field-generating scalar W

Beside the equivalence of eq. (3.12) and (3.50), we present in this section the detailed derivation of the
SHR of the field generating scalar W .

First, we consider the general definition

(u×B) = rV + gradW − r × gradU, (D.16)

following from eqs. (3.11) and (3.12). Then we put u×B into the right-hand side of eq. (3.50) and obtain

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
= r · rot

[
r ×

(
rV + gradW − r × gradU

)]
,

= r · rot
[
r × rV + r × gradW − r

(
r · gradU

)
+

(
r · r

)
gradU

]
,

where the first term vanishes identically. In the last two terms, the er-parts cancel each other and the
remaining term cancels by multiplication of rot-operator with r. With eq. (2.29) follows

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
= −r rot rot

(
rW

)
,

which can be rewritten considering eq. (2.28)

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
= −r

[
−r∆W + grad

(
∂

∂r
rW

)]
,

= r2∆W − r grad
(

∂

∂r
rW

)
.

According to the definition (A.16) and r = rer, it holds

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
=

∂

∂r

(
r2 ∂

∂r
W

)
+ ∆Ω W − r

∂

∂r

(
∂

∂r
rW

)
,

= ∆Ω W , (D.17)

showing the equivalence of the expressions in eqs. (3.12) and (3.50).
For the derivation of eq. (3.51), we apply the angular Laplace operator on the SHR of W , according

to eq. (A.18),

∆Ω W (r, Ω, t) =
∑
jm

Wjm(r, t)∆Ω Yjm(Ω),

= −
∑
jm

j(j + 1)Wjm(r, t)Yjm(Ω).

Next, we divide this equation by −j(j + 1) and multiply it with Y ∗
jm(Ω). Considering the orthogonality

condition in eq. (A.6), leads then to

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ .

For the further derivation, we reformulate the integral kernel by use of ur = 0 at r = RCMB, obtaining

r · rot
[
r ×

(
u×B

)]
= r · rot

(
u r Br

)
,
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which explicitly reads

[
r · rot

(
u r Br

)]
r

=
1

r sinϑ

[
∂

∂ϑ

(
r Bruϕ sinϑ

)
− ∂

∂ϕ

(
r Bruϑ

)]
.

For the next step, we express the vector components on the right-hand side by the related field-generating
scalars, this are for the magnetic field

Br =
−1
r

∆Ω S, (D.18)

as defined in eq. (2.31), and the new definitions for the velocity field

uϑ =
∂

∂ϑ
P +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Q, (D.19)

uϕ =
1

sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
P − ∂

∂ϑ
Q, (D.20)

which are similar to eqs. (B.23) and (B.24) for the magnetic field (P =̂ 1
r

∂
∂r (rS) , Q=̂T ). The use of this

definitions leads to the following equation

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

1
sinϑ

{
∂

∂ϑ

[
−∆Ω S

(
∂

∂ϕ
P − sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Q

)]

− ∂

∂ϕ

[
−∆Ω S

(
∂

∂ϑ
P +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Q

)]}
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.21)

Now, we apply the product rule for partial derivatives obtaining:

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

1
sinϑ

[
− ∂

∂ϑ
∆Ω S

(
∂

∂ϕ
P − sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Q

)

−∆Ω S

(
∂2

∂ϑ∂ϕ
P − ∂

∂ϑ
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Q

)
+

∂

∂ϕ
∆Ω S

(
∂

∂ϑ
P +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Q

)
+ ∆Ω S

(
∂2

∂ϕ∂ϑ
P +

1
sinϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
Q

)]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.22)

For the field-generating scalars, we choose the following SHR:

S(r, Ω, t) =
∑
kl

Skl(r, t)Ykl(Ω), (D.23)

P (r, Ω, t) =
∑
st

Pst(r, t)Yst(Ω), (D.24)

Q(r,Ω, t) =
∑
st

Qst(r, t)Yst(Ω). (D.25)

With eq. (A.18), we find

∆Ω S(r, Ω, t) =
∑
kl

−k(k + 1)Skl(r, t)Ykl(Ω). (D.26)

In the further derivation, we use for simplification the notation without any arguments for the SHR of the
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field-generating scalars. With this representation, eq. (D.22) reads

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

1
sinϑ

{
∂

∂ϑ

(∑
kl

k(k + 1)SklYkl(Ω)
)(

∂

∂ϕ

∑
st

PstYst(Ω)− sinϑ
∂

∂ϑ

∑
st

QstYst(Ω)
)

+
∑
kl

k(k + 1)SklYkl(Ω)
[

∂2

∂ϑ∂ϕ

∑
st

PstYst(Ω)− ∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

∑
st

QstYst(Ω)
)]

− ∂

∂ϑ

(∑
kl

k(k + 1)SklYkl(Ω)
)(

∂

∂ϑ

∑
st

PstYst(Ω) +
1

sinϑ

∑
st

QstYst(Ω)
)

−
∑
kl

k(k + 1)SklYkl(Ω)
(

∂2

∂ϕ∂ϑ

∑
st

PstYst(Ω) +
1

sinϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2

∑
st

QstYst(Ω)
)}

Y ∗
jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.27)

After introducing the abbreviation

∑
klst

=
kmax∑
k=1

k∑
l=−k

smax∑
s=1

s∑
t=−s

, (D.28)

and resorting eq. (D.27) with respect to the field-generating scalars, we obtain

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

1
sinϑ

∑
klst

k(k + 1)Skl

{
Pst

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω) + Ykl(Ω)

∂2

∂ϑ∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)

− ∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)− Ykl(Ω)

∂2

∂ϑ∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)

]
+ Qst

[
−

(
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

)
sinϑ

(
∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

)
− Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

)
− ∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)− Ykl(Ω)

1
sinϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
Yst(Ω)

]}
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ ,

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∫
Ω

∑
klst

k(k + 1)Skl

{
1

sinϑ
Pst

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)− ∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

]

−Qst

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω) +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω) +

1
sin2 ϑ

Ykl(Ω)
∂2

∂ϕ2
Yst(Ω)

+
1

sinϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

)]}
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.29)

We use the relation,

Ykl(Ω) ∆Ω Yst(Ω) = Ykl(Ω)
(

1
sinϑ

∂2

∂ϕ2
Yst(Ω) +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ

(
sinϑ

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

))
, (D.30)

to define the following coupling integrals,

Kjm
klst =

∫
Ω

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω) +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)

+ Ykl(Ω) ∆Ω Yst(Ω)
]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.31)

Ljm
klst =

∫
Ω

1
sinϑ

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)− ∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ , (D.32)

The calculation of the SHR of the field-generating scalar W is then described by

Wjm =
−1

j(j + 1)

∑
klst

k(k + 1)Skl

[
Ljm

klst Pst − Kjm
klst Qst

]
, (D.33)

which is equivalent with eq. (3.52).
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D.4 Derivation of the coupling integrals Kjm
klst and Ljm

klst

In section 3.3, a relation between the field-generating scalars Wjm, Skl, Pst and Qst using the coupling
integrals Kjm

klst and Ljm
klst is given by eq. (3.52). Here, we present the derivation of the eqs. (3.53) and

(3.54), based on the expression (D.31) and (D.32) in appendix D.3.
The coupling integral in eq. (D.31) is reformulated, considering the relation (A.18), as follows

Kjm
klst =

∫
Ω

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω) +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ

− s(s + 1)
∫
Ω

Ykl(Ω) Yst(Ω) Y ∗
jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.34)

For the last integral, we find in Varshalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 5.9.1, eq. 4)∫
Ω

Ykl(Ω)Yst(Ω)Y ∗
jm(Ω) dΩ =

√
(2k + 1)(2s + 1

4π(2j + 1)
Cj 0

k 0 s 0 Cj m
k l s t . (D.35)

The relation

∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω) +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω) =

1
2

∑
ru

[
k(k + 1) + s(s + 1)− r(r + 1)

]
Qru

klst Yru(Ω),

(D.36)

is given in Pěč & Martinec (1988, eq. 11) with

Qru
klst =

√
(2k + 1)(2s + 1)

4π(2r + 1)
Cr 0

k 0 s 0 Cr u
k l s t . (D.37)

Considering the expression (D.36) by the reformulation of the first integral in eq. (D.34) leads to∫
Ω

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω) +

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ

=
∫
Ω

[
1
2

∑
ru

[
k(k + 1) + s(s + 1)− r(r + 1)

]√ (2k + 1)(2s + 1)
4π(2r + 1)

Cr 0
k 0 s 0 Cr u

k l s t Yru(Ω)
]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ,

=
1
2
[
k(k + 1) + s(s + 1)− j(j + 1)

]√ (2k + 1)(2s + 1)
4π(2j + 1)

Cj 0
k 0 s 0 Cj m

k l s t. (D.38)

Next, we combine eqs. (D.35) and (D.38) to determine the first coupling integral

Kjm
klst =

1
2
[
k(k + 1) + s(s + 1)− j(j + 1)

]√ (2k + 1)(2s + 1)
4π(2j + 1)

Cj 0
k 0 s 0 Cj m

k l s t

− s(s + 1)

√
(2k + 1)(2s + 1

4π(2j + 1)
Cj 0

k 0 s 0 Cj m
k l s t ,

which can be simplified to

Kjm
klst =

1
2
[
k(k + 1)− s(s + 1)− j(j + 1)

]√ (2k + 1)(2s + 1)
4π(2j + 1)

Cj 0
k 0 s 0 Cj m

k l s t.

In this way, we have determined the first coupling integral, given in eq. (3.53).
In the following, we summarize the derivation for the second coupling integral, given in eq. (3.54),

which is more extensive than for the first coupling integral. Therefore, we split this derivation into the
basic steps in this appendix, while we present the derivation of necessary relations in the appendix D.5.
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We start from eq. (D.32),

Ljm
klst =

∫
Ω

1
sinϑ

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)− ∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ ,

which can be reformulated, as shown in appendix D.5, to

Ljm
klst =

∫
Ω

er ·
[
S

(0)
kl (Ω)× S

(0)
st (Ω)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.39)

There, we use the definition of the vector spherical harmonics in eq. (A.24). With the following relation

S
(0)
jm(Ω) = i

√
j(j + 1) Y

j
jm(Ω), (D.40)

which is derived in eq. (D.45), later on we can write

Ljm
klst = −

∫
Ω

√
k(k + 1)s(s + 1) er ·

[
Yk

kl(Ω)×Ys
st(Ω)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.41)

Here, Y
j
jm(Ω) denotes the vector spherical harmonics, as defined in Varshalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 7.3.1,

eqs. 6 and 9). In appendix D.5, a relation is given for the integral kernel in terms of Clebsch-Gordan
coefficients. The application of eq. (D.58) on (D.41) leads to

Ljm
klst =

∫
Ω

i

2
1√
4π

(2k + 1)(2s + 1)
[∑

ru

Cr+1 0
k 0 s 0 Cr u

k l s t Yru(Ω)

√
(k + s + r + 2)(k + s− r)(k − s + r + 1)(−k + s + r + 1)

k(k + 1)(2k + 1) s(s + 1)(2s + 1)(2r + 3)

]
Y ∗

jm(Ω) dΩ . (D.42)

Considering the orthogonality condition (A.6) and reducing the equation, we end up with

Ljm
klst =

i

2

√
(2k + 1)(2s + 1)

4π(2j + 3)
Cj+1 0

k 0 s 0 Cj m
k l s t√

(k + s + j + 2)(k + s− j)(k − s + j + 1)(−k + s + j + 1) ,

which is equivalent with eq. (3.54).

D.5 Additional relation for the derivation of Ljm
klst

As explained in the section above, we summarize here the extensive derivation for different relations
of vector spherical harmonics, which are needed for the determination of Ljm

klst. First, we show the
equivalence of eqs. (D.31) and (D.39), starting with

S
(0)
kl (Ω)× S

(0)
st (Ω) =

[
eϕ

∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)− eϑ

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

]
×

[
eϕ

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)− eϑ

1
sinϑ

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)

]
where only the definition (A.24) is used. Considering the vector products between the unit vectors eϕ

and eϑ leads to

S
(0)
kl (Ω)× S

(0)
st (Ω) = er

1
sinϑ

[
∂

∂ϑ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϕ
Yst(Ω)− ∂

∂ϕ
Ykl(Ω)

∂

∂ϑ
Yst(Ω)

]
. (D.43)

Hereby, the equivalence of the mentioned equation is shown.
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Furthermore, expression (D.40) is based on the definition of vector spherical harmonics in Var-
shalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 7.3.1, eqs. 6 and 9)

Y
j
jm(Ω) =

−i√
j(j + 1)

(
er ×∇Ω

)
Yjm(Ω) . (D.44)

With the definition in eq. (A.24), this leads to

S
(0)
jm(Ω) = i

√
j(j + 1) Y

j
jm(Ω). (D.45)

To reduce the integral kernel in eq. (D.41), we use the relation given in Varshalovich et al. (1989,
Sec. 7.3.10, eq. 101)

Yk
kl(Ω)×Ys

st(Ω) = i

√
3
2π

(2k + 1)(2s + 1)
∑
rup

{
k s r

k s p

1 1 1

}
Ct 0

k 0 s 0 Cr u
k l s t Yp

ru(Ω) , (D.46)

where the coefficient matrix denotes the Wigner 9j symbols as defined in Varshalovich et al. (1989,
Sec. 10.1). We need only the r-component of this expression, which is given by

er ·
[

Yk
kl(Ω)×Ys

st(Ω)
]

= i

√
3
2π

(2k + 1)(2s + 1)
∑
ru

Cr u
k l s t

[{
k s r

k s r − 1

1 1 1

}
Cr−1 0

k 0 s 0

r√
r(2r + 1)

Yru(Ω)

−

{
k s r

k s r + 1

1 1 1

}
Cr+1 0

k 0 s 0

(r + 1)√
(r + 1)(2r + 1)

Yru(Ω)

]
, (D.47)

where the two remaining values for the summation over p, p = r − 1 and p = r + 1 are applied (by the
definition of Yl

jm(Ω)). In addition, we need expressions for er · Yr−1
ru (Ω) and er · Yr+1

ru (Ω). With the
relations from Varshalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 7.3.1, eqs. 6, 7 and 10) we find

er ·Yr−1
ru (Ω) = er

[√
r + 1
2r + 1

1√
r(r + 1)

∇Ω Yru(Ω) +
√

r

2r + 1
er Yru(Ω)

]
,

=
r√

r(2r + 1)
Yru(Ω) , (D.48)

and

er ·Yr+1
ru (Ω) = er

[√
r

2r + 1
1√

r(r + 1)
∇Ω Yru(Ω)−

√
r + 1
2r + 1

er Yru(Ω)
]

,

= − (r + 1)√
(r + 1)(2r + 1)

Yru(Ω). (D.49)

Here, we have considered the scalar product of er with itself and with the angular nabla operator (A.15).
The most extensive derivation to find the required relation is now the reformulation of the summation of
Clebsch-Gordan coefficients. In a further step of the derivation, we have to determine the Winger 9j

symbols by tabulated values. With the relations

Cc 0
a 0 b+2 0 = (−1)a

√
2c + 1
2b + 5

Cb+2 0
a 0 b 0 , (D.50)

Cc 0
a 0 b 0 = (−1)a

√
2c + 1
2b + 1

Cb 0
a 0 c 0 , (D.51)

taken from Varshalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 8.4.3, eq. 10), we find

Cb+2 0
a 0 c 0 = (−1)a

√
2b + 5
2c + 1

Cc 0
a 0 b+2 0 , (D.52)
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which transforms according to eq. (23) of Varshalovich et al. (1989, Sec. 8.6.4) and the relations above
to

Cb+2 0
a 0 c 0 = −

√
2b + 5
2c + 1

Cb 0
a 0 c 0

√
(a + b + c + 2)(a + b− c + 1)(a− b + c)(−a + b + c + 1)

(a + b + c + 3)(a + b− c + 2)(a− b + c− 1)(−a + b + c + 2)
. (D.53)

To reformulate eq. (D.47), we choose now a = k, b = r − 1 and c = s, which leads to

Cr−1 0
k 0 s 0 = −

√
2r − 1
2r + 3

Cr+1 0
k 0 s 0

√
(k + s + r + 2)(k − s + r + 1)(k + s− r)(−k + s + r + 1)

(k + s + r + 1)(k − s + r)(k + s− r + 1)(−k + s + r)
. (D.54)

Now, we can express both terms in the summation in eq. (D.47) with the same Clebsch-Gordan coeffi-
cient and find

er ·
[

Yk
kl(Ω)×Ys

st(Ω)
]

= i

√
3
2π

(2k + 1)(2s + 1)
∑
ru

Cr u
k l s t Cr+1 0

k 0 s 0 Yru(Ω)

[{
k s r

k s r − 1

1 1 1

}
−r√

r(2r + 1)√
2r − 1
2r + 3

√
(k + s + r + 2)(k − s + r + 1)(k + s− r)(−k + s + r + 1)

(k + s + r + 1)(k − s + r)(k + s− r + 1)(−k + s + r)

−

{
k s r

k s r + 1

1 1 1

}
(r + 1)√

(r + 1)(2r + 1)

]
. (D.55)

The Wigner 9j-symbols in the equation above have to be determined for the further derivation. According
to Varshalovich et al. (1989, Tab. 10.9 ) for λ = µ = 0 and ν = 1 (which are used in the cited table) is the
first Wigner 9j-symbol given by{

k s r

k s r − 1

1 1 1

}
=

r

2

√
(k + s + r + 1)(k + s− r + 1)(k − s + r)(−k + s + r)
6k(k + 1)(2k + 1)s(s + 1)(2s + 1)r(2r − 1)(2r + 1)

. (D.56)

The second Wigner 9j-symbol is for λ = µ = 0 and ν = −1 given by{
k s r

k s r + 1

1 1 1

}
=

r + 1
2

√
(k + s + r + 2)(k + s− r)(k − s + r + 1)(−k + s + r + 1)
6k(k + 1)(2k + 1)s(s + 1)(2s + 1)(r + 1)(2r + 1)(2r + 3)

. (D.57)

Here, we have also reduced the expressions as much as possible. With both last expressions for the
Wigner 9j-symbols we can rewrite eq. (D.55), which then reads

er ·
[

Yk
kl(Ω)×Ys

st(Ω)
]

= − i

2
(2k + 1)(2s + 1)√

4π

∑
ru

Cr+1 0
k 0 s 0 Cr u

k l s t Yru(Ω)√
(k + s + r + 2)(k + s− r)(k − s + r + 1)(−k + s + r + 1)

k(k + 1)(2k + 1)s(s + 1)(2s + 1)(2r + 3)
. (D.58)

We have now everything prepared to derive Ljm
klst from eq. (D.41), where we express the integral

kernel by eq. (D.58):

Ljm
klst =

i

2
(2k + 1)(2s + 1)√

4π

[∑
ru

Cr+1 0
k 0 s 0 Cr u

k l s t√
(k + s + r + 2)(k + s− r)(k − s + r + 1)(−k + s + r + 1)

k(k + 1)(2k + 1) s(s + 1)(2s + 1)(2r + 3)

∫
Ω

Yru(Ω)Y ∗
jm(Ω) dΩ

︸ ︷︷ ︸
=δrjδum

]
. (D.59)

With orthonormal condition (A.6), indicated in the equation above, we find for the indices r = j and
u = m

Ljm
klst =

i

2

√
(2k + 1) (2s + 1)

4π (2j + 3)
Cj+1 0

k 0 s 0 Cj m
k l s t√

(k + s + j + 2)(k + s− j)(k − s + j + 1)(−k + s + j + 1) , (D.60)

which is identical with the expression shown in eq. (3.54) in section 3.3.
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D.6 Matrix notation of the finite-difference approach

The matrix notation of the set of equations describing the discrete BVP in sec. (3.4.1) uses the definition
of T by eq. (3.66). We have thereby also defined the related vector of the right-hand sides, R. The tri-
diagonal matrix A, constructed by the coefficients of eqs. (3.61), (3.62) and (3.65), has the dimension
of (imax + 1)× (imax + 1), and is given by

A =



A11 A12 0 0 0 . . . 0
A21 A22 A23 0 0 . . . 0
0 A32 A33 A34 0 . . . 0
...

. . . . . . . . .
...

0 0 0 0 0 . . . Aimax imax Aimax imax+1

0 0 0 0 0 . . . Aimax+1 imax Aimax+1 imax+1


, (D.61)

where the non-zero elements are

A11 = −
[ 2
(∆r)2

+
1

RCMB

(
Φ0 −

2
∆r

)
+ Θ0

]
,

A12 =
[ 2
(∆r)2

+
1

∆r
Φ0

]
,

Ai,i−1 =
[ 1
(∆r)2

+
1

2∆r
Φi−1

]
,

Aii = −
[ 2
(∆r)2

+ Θi−1

]
,

Ai i+1 =
[ 1
(∆r)2

− 1
2∆r

Φi−1

]
,

Aimax+1 imax+1 = 1 .

The vector of right-hand sides is given by

R =
[
R0, . . . ,Rimax

]> (D.62)

where

R0 =
µ0σMWjm

RCMB

(
Φ0 −

2
∆r

)
, (D.63)

Ri = 0 for i ∈ [1, imax]. (D.64)

D.7 Matrix notation of the Crank-Nicolson approach

Here, we determine the matrix elements of A, given in eq. (3.73). With the following abbreviations,

αi :=
∆t

2(∆r)2Ψi
, (D.65)

βi :=
∆tΦi

4∆rΨi
, (D.66)

γi :=
∆tΘi

2Ψi
, (D.67)

we can rewrite the discrete partial differential equation (3.70)

− (αi + βi)Tn+1
i+1 + (1 + 2αi + γi)Tn+1

i + (αi + βi)Tn+1
i−1

= (αi + βi)Tn
i+1 + (1− 2αi − γi)Tn

i + (αi − βi)Tn
i−1 . (D.68)
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This is only valid for i ∈ [1, imax − 1]. For the special cases i = 0 and i = imax, we have to consider the
boundary condition like in eqs. (3.62) and (3.65) and find in the notation introduced above for i = imax

Tn
imax

= 0, (D.69)

and for i = 0

− (α0 + β0)Tn+1
1 + (1 + 2α0 + γ0)Tn+1

0 + (α0 + β0)
[ 2∆r

RCMB

(
µ0σMWn+1

jm

)
+ Tn+1

1

]
= (α0 + β0)Tn

1 + (1− 2α0 − γ0)Tn
0 + (α0 + β0)

[ 2∆r

RCMB

(
µ0σMWn

jm

)
+ Tn

1

]
. (D.70)

Now, we can define the tri-diagonal A matrix in eq. (3.73), which has the same dimension ((imax + 1) ×
(imax + 1)) and structure as the matrix in eq. (D.61) by its non-zero elements

A11 =
[
(1 + 2α0 + γ0) + (α0 + β0)

2∆r

RCMB

]
,

Ai i−1 =
[
αi−1 + βi−1

]
,

Aii =
[
1 + 2αi−1 + γi−1

]
, (D.71)

Ai i+1 = −
[
αi−1 + βi−1

]
,

Aimax+1 imax+1 = 1 .

(D.72)

The time-dependent vector of the right-hand sides is determined by the relation

Rn = BTn + Fn . (D.73)

Here, B is also a tri-diagonal matrix with the dimension (imax + 1)× (imax + 1). Its non-zero elements are
given by

B11 =
[
(1− 2α0 − γ0) + (α0 − β0)

2∆r

RCMB

]
,

B12 =
[
2α0

]
,

Bi i−1 =
[
αi−1 − βi−1

]
,

Bii =
[
1− 2αi−1 − γi−1

]
, (D.74)

Bi i+1 =
[
αi−1 + βi−1

]
,

Bimax+1 imax+1 = 1 .

The following relation holds for the vector F

Fn =
[
Fn

0 , . . . ,Fn
imax

]>
, (D.75)

with

Fn
0 =

2∆r

RCMB

[
α0µ0σM

(
Wn

jm −Wn+1
jm

)
− β0µ0σM

(
Wn

jm −Wn+1
jm

)]
, (D.76)

Fn
i = 0 for i ∈ [1, imax] . (D.77)

With this matrices and vector definitions, we can now write the Crank-Nicolson approach in the matrix
notation as given by eqs. (3.73) and (3.74).

Scientific Technical Report STR 08/06 
DOI: 10.2312/GFZ.b103-08061

Deutsches GeoForschungsZentrum GFZ



Relations to magnetic
measurements E

E.1 Definition of the Gauss coefficients

Following the classical approach of Gauss (e.g. Jacobs, 1987, Chap. 4) to separate both sources of the
geomagnetic potential, φ, in a source-free domain between the Earth’s surface and the ionosphere, we
can assume

φ = φi + φe , (E.1)

where φi and φe denote the internal and external potentials, respectively. The internal potential is related
to the sources in the Earth’s interior, whereas the external potential is related to the sources in the
ionosphere and magnetosphere. In the Schmidt’s normalization, we find for the internal potential:

φi(r, ϑ, ϕ, t) = RE

∞∑
j=1

(
RE

r

)j+1 j∑
m=0

[
gjm(t) cos(mϕ) + hjm(t) sin(mϕ)

]
P̂jm(cos ϑ) . (E.2)

The Legendre function P̂jm(cos ϑ) is here used in Schmidt’s normalization. By eq. (E.2) are the Gauss
coefficients gjm and hjm defined.

E.2 Relation between Gauss coefficients and spherical harmonic
representation

A relation between real SH coefficients of S in Ferrers-Neumann normalization and the magnetic mea-
surements by means of Gauss coefficients gjm and hjm is given by Ballani et al. (2002, eq. (21)):

Sc
jm(r, t) =

1
j
NjmREgjm(t), (E.3)

Ss
jm(r, t) =

1
j
NjmREhjm(t), (E.4)

where Schmidt’s normalization factor is

Njm =

√
(2− δm0)

(j −m)!
(j + m)!

. (E.5)

With eq. (A.44), we can derive the following relation between the complex and real SH coefficients
analogously to Greiner-Mai et al. (2004)

Sjm(r, t) =
λjm

(2− δm0)
(
Sc

jm(r, t)− i Ss
jm(r, t)

)
,

=
RE

j(2− δm0)
Njmλjm

(
gjm(t)− i hjm(t)

)
.

With λjm given by eq. (A.40) follows

Sjm(r, t) =
(−1)mRE

j(2− δm0)

√
(2− δm0)

(j −m)!
(j + m)!

4π

2j + 1
(j + m)!
(j −m)!

(
gjm(t)− i hjm(t)

)
,

= (−1)m RE

j

√
4π

(2− δm0)(2j + 1)
(
gjm(t)− i hjm(t)

)
. (E.6)

This relation is valid for j ∈ [1, jmax] and m ∈ [0, j]. For negative m, we use the relation in eq. (A.41).

65Scientific Technical Report STR 08/06 
DOI: 10.2312/GFZ.b103-08061

Deutsches GeoForschungsZentrum GFZ



66Scientific Technical Report STR 08/06 
DOI: 10.2312/GFZ.b103-08061

Deutsches GeoForschungsZentrum GFZ



List of symbols L
Symbol Explanation Page
A matrix of system of discretized equations of the BVP 23
B magnetic flux vector 3
BP poloidal magnetic flux 5
BT toroidal magnetic flux 5
B matrix of right-hand sides (Crank-Nicolson approach) 64
C set of complex numbers 8
Cj m

k l s t Clebsch-Gordan coefficients 22
dV infinitesimal volume element 4
dΩ infinitesimal surface element (in spherical coordinates) 4
ei unit-base vector 3
E electric field 15
EC electric field in Earth’s outer core 16
EM electric field in Earth’s mantle 16
Ee electric field associated with turbulent flow 16
3

EEE Levi-Civita tensor 39
F Lorentz force density 3
F vector of boundary values (Crank-Nicolson approach) 64
gjm(t) Gauss coefficients of geomagnetic field 65
hjm(t) Gauss coefficients of geomagnetic field 65
I identity tensor 39
j electric current density 3
jC electric current density in Earth’s outer core 16
jM electric current density in Earth’s mantle 16
Kjm

klst coupling coefficients for SHR of field-generating scalar W 22
L electromagnetic core-mantle coupling (EM) torque 3
LP complex combination of non-axial components of the poloidal EM torque 9
LT complex combination of non-axial components of the toroidal EM torque 11
Ljm

klst coupling coefficients for SHR of field-generating scalar W 22
M magnetic stress tensor 3
Njm Schmidt’s normalization factor 65
P field-generating scalar of u 57
Pjm(cos ϑ) associated Legendre function 35
P̃kl(cos ϑ) associated Legendre function in Ferrers-Neumann normalization 35
Q field-generating scalar of u 57
Qru

klst coupling coefficients for two Clebsch-Gordan coefficients 59
r position vector 4
r radial component of spherical coordinates 4
RCMB radius of the core-mantle boundary (CMB) 7
RICB radius of the inner-core boundary (ICB) 16
Rσ outer radius of the conducting part of Earth’s mantle 16
R vector of right-hand sides related to A 23
R set of real numbers 8
S field-generating scalar of poloidal magnetic flux 5
S

(λ)
jm (Ω) vector spherical harmonics 36

T field-generating scalar of toroidal magnetic flux 5
T reduced notation of SHR coefficients Tjm(r, t) 21
T,r reduced notation of partial derivative of T 21
T,rr reduced notation of second order partial derivative of T 21
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Symbol Explanation Page
T,t reduced notation of time derivative of T 21
T vector notation of discretized T 23
uϑ component of surface fluid-flow velocity of outer core at RCMB 57
uϕ component of surface fluid-flow velocity of outer core at RCMB 57
u surface fluid-flow velocity of outer core at RCMB 16
U field-generating scalar of toroidal part of u×B 17
U e field-generating scalar of toroidal part of Ee 17
V field-generating scalar of poloidal part of u×B 17
V e field-generating scalar of poloidal part of Ee 17
W field-generating scalar of poloidal part of u×B 17
W e field-generating scalar of poloidal part of Ee 17
Yjm(Ω) orthonormal scalar spherical harmonics 35
Y

j
jm(Ω) alternative vector spherical harmonics 61

αi abbreviation for elements of A and B 63
βi abbreviation for elements of A and B 63
γi abbreviation for elements of A and B 63
δij Kronecker’s symbol 3, 35
εklm Levi-Civita symbol 39
ϑ angular component of spherical coordinates 4
Θ abbreviation in partial differential eq. (3.47) 21
λkl normalization factor between different Legendre functions 37
µ0 permeability of the vacuum 3
σ electric conductivity 15
σC electric conductivity of Earth’s outer core 16
σM electric conductivity of Earth’s mantle 16
ϕ angular component of spherical coordinates 4
Φ abbreviation in partial differential eq. (3.47) 21
Ψ abbreviation in partial differential eq. (3.47) 21
Ω denotes spherical surface integral

∫
Ω

. . .dΩ 4
and abbreviation for angular spherical coordinates (ϑ, ϕ) 35

ΩCMB spherical approximation of the core-mantle boundary (CMB) 3
Ω0 unit sphere 35
∇ nabla operator 35
∇Ω angular part of nabla operator 35
∆ Laplace operator 36
∆Ω angular part of Laplace operator 36
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