Historical-Critical
Dictionary of Marxism

3 =
s A Selection, *

4.
. - ,
A‘{’;“" - / 7 »
. o

7 > -
- Edited by Wolfgang Fritz Haug,
- . Frigga Haug, Peter Jehle,
"/ and Wolfgang Kiittler

English selection edited by
Konstantin Baehrens, Juha Koivisto,
and Victor Strazzeri

BRILL



Historical-Critical Dictionary of Marxism



Historical Materialism
Book Series

Editorial Board

Loren Balhorn (Berlin)

David Broder (Rome)
Sebastian Budgen (Paris)
Steve Edwards (London)

Juan Grigera (London)
Marcel van der Linden (Amsterdam)
Peter Thomas (London)

Gavin Walker (Montréal)

VOLUME 294

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/hm


http://brill.com/hm

Historical-Critical Dictionary
of Marxism

A Selection

General Editors

Wolfgang Fritz Haug
Frigga Haug
Peter Jehle
Wolfgang Kiittler

Volume Editors

Konstantin Baehrens
Juha Koivisto
Victor Strazzeri

f%

BRILL

LEIDEN | BOSTON



This is an open access title distributed under the terms of the cc By-NC-ND 4.0 license,
which permits any non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium,
provided no alterations are made and the original author(s) and source are credited.
Further information and the complete license text can be found at
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

The terms of the cc license apply only to the original material. The use of material from other sources (indicated by
areference) such as diagrams, illustrations, photos and text samples may require further permission from the
respective copyright holder.

This edition is part of the project ‘Internationalisation of the Historical-Critical Dictionary of Marxism, funded by
the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung with the support of the Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
of the Federal Republic of Germany.

ROSA LUXENMIBURG STIFTUNG
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Haug, Wolfgang Fritz, editor.

Title: Historical-critical dictionary of Marxism : a selection / edited by Wolfgang Fritz
Haug, Frigga Haug, Peter Jehle, Wolfgang Kiittler ; volume edited by Konstantin
Baehrens, Juha Koivisto, Victor Strazzeri.

Otbher titles: Historisch-kritisches Worterbuch des Marxismus. English. Selections

Description: Leiden ; Boston : Brill, [2023] | Series: Historical materialism book series,
1570-1522 ; volume 294 | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2023035819 (print) | LCCN 2023035820 (ebook) |
ISBN 9789004515680 (hardback ; alk. paper) | 1SBN 9789004679023 (ebook)

Subjects: LcsH: Communism-Dictionaries. | Socialism-Dictionaries. | Marx, Karl,
1818-1883.

Classification: Lcc HX17.Hs7213 2023 (print) | Lcc HX17 (ebook) |
DDC 335.4/1-dc23/eng/20230802

Lc record available at https://lccnloc.gov/2023035819

Lc ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023035820

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 1570-1522
ISBN 978-90-04-51568-0 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-67902-3 (e-book)
DO110.1163/9789004679023

Copyright 2024 by Berliner Institut fiir kritische Theorie e.V. Published by Koninklijke Brill Nv, Leiden,

The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill Nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schéningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis, Brill
Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Bhlau and V&R unipress.

Koninklijke Brill Nv reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004679023

Contents

For(e)ward: An Invitation 1x
Wolfgang Fritz Haug
Foreword xx1
Robert Cohen
From the Preface to the First Volume of the HkKwM  xxV
Wolfgang Fritz Haug
About This Edition xxX11
Konstantin Baehrens, Juha Koivisto, and Victor Strazzeri
Abbreviations and Scribal Abbreviations xxxv
Notes on Contributors LI

1 Action Potence, Agency 1
Rinse Reeling Brouwer and Morus Markard

2 Anticolonialism 13
Samir Amin

3 Being a Marxist 19
Wolfgang Fritz Haug

4  Capitalist Mode of Production 77
Wolfgang Fritz Haug

5 Class in Itself/for Itself 101
Michael Vester

6 Communism 138
André Tosel

7 Cook 170
Frigga Haug

8 Crisis Theories 188
Thomas Sablowski

9  Cybertariat 225
Mario Candeias



VI

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Dialectics 238
Wolfgang Fritz Haug

Domestic-Labour Debate 275
Lise Vogel

Fanonism 285
William W. Hansen

Gender Relations 297
Frigga Haug

Hacker 333
Christof Ohm

Hegemony 340
Wolfgang Fritz Haug

Historicism, Absolute 364
Peter Thomas

Historical-Critical 376
Wolfgang Fritz Haug

Hope 395
Jan Rehmann

Imperialism 414
Jan Otto Andersson

Intellectuals 430
Alex Demirovi¢ and Peter Jehle

International Division of Labour 449
Mario Candeias

Kronstadt Rebellion 462
Lutz-Dieter Behrendt

CONTENTS



CONTENTS

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Land Seizure, Land Grab 482
Klaus Dérre

Lenin’s Marxism 505
Wolfgang Kiittler

Limits to Growth 532
Peter Schyga and Victor Wallis

Luxemburg-Gramsci Line 546
Frigga Haug

Mariateguism 575
Eleonore von Oertzen

Marxism-Feminism 582
Frigga Haug

Theory of Ideology 602
Jan Rehmann

Theses on Feuerbach 646
Wolfgang Fritz Haug

Afterword: An Open-Ended Project in Global Marxism
Victor Strazzeri

References to the Original Publications 677
Index of Names 680

664






For(e)ward: An Invitation

A ‘““message in the bottle” for a different future’, Fredric Jameson wrote 25 years
ago, after the first four volumes of the (German-language) Historisch-kritisches
Worterbuch des Marxismus (HKWM) — Historical-Critical Dictionary of Marx-
ism (HcDM) — had been published. Admittedly, the Preface to the first volume
may have approached the matter somewhat less modestly, stating that it was
the HKWM's task, ‘as if on Noah’s Ark), to carry ‘humankind’s treasure trove of
enlightening knowledge and social imagination [...] into a new era, so as to sal-
vage it from ‘an enormous mountain of historical debris, one which threatens
to indiscriminately bury both that system’s rational elements and seeds for the
future, along with those elements which are irrational and hostile’ to life (1994,
1r).!

The time in which these lines were written — and, indeed, understood as a
historic mission — was shaped by the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet
Union. In December of 1994, Heiner Miiller captured the situation in the fol-
lowing verses: ‘From my cell before the blank page / In my head a drama for an
empty auditorium / Deaf are the victors, and the vanquished mute’

We announced the first volume under the title ‘Abbau des Staates bis Dumm-
heit' (Dismantling of the State to Stupidity). To the news magazine Der Spiegel
this sounded so absurd that it printed our announcement in its Hohlspiegel
column, which features involuntarily comical quotes. Of course, this brought
us attention. However, the first volume had become considerably too long and
had to be divided up. The new, rather sober title was Abbau des Staates bis
Avantgarde (Dismantling of the State to Vanguard). The second volume, titled
Bank bis Dummbheit in der Musik (Bank to Stupidity in Music), was published
the following year and earned an appreciative review from the centre-left daily
newspaper Frankfurter Rundschau, which we used for its cover blurb: ‘Consid-
ering its philologically precise form and its convincingly undogmatic approach,
this dictionary won't be one of the worst legacies of the intellectual culture of
this century to be carried over into the next millennium.

We, for our part, however, were obviously quite unaware of the magnitude of
the endeavour we had embarked on. The HcDM would probably ‘not be com-
pleted before the year 2000, concluded the Preface written that autumn in1994
(v1). The fact that the first volume had to be limited to entries beginning with
the letter ‘A’ should have made us aware of the absurdly overambitious under-

1 On this, see the Preface to HKWM 1 (1994), in this volume, pp. XXv-XXXI.
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statement of ‘not [...] before the year 2000’. In the meantime, the endeavour has
turned into a veritable generational task. ‘Due to an irresistible intrinsic logic),
as we learn in volume 7/1 from 2008, in which Frigga Haug and Peter Jehle acted
as co-editors, ‘it has since transcended the originally intended boundaries and
is exceeding the limits imposed on its founding editors’ stamina, and, indeed,
lifetime’ (11). In 2012, some 30 years after its launch, the HcDM project had not
even accomplished half of its task, when Oskar Negt, one of the most renowned
of the German intellectuals who emerged from the Frankfurt School of Critical
Theory, referred to the HCDM as ‘ein Jahrhundertwerk’, a formulation which in
German ranks it as one of the great achievements of the century.

Another decade down the road, the term Jahrhundertwerk has acquired the
ironic undertone of ‘the work of a century’, suggesting it may refer to the actual
time required for its completion.

Anyway, this ‘ark’, or ‘message in a bottle) is now being brought ashore in
two world languages: first, in Chinese, in the form of a meticulous transla-
tion by Beijing University of the first three HCDM-volumes, conceived as the
beginning of a complete edition; second, in Spanish, through theme-specific
volumes compiled by Mariela Ferrari and Victor Strazzeri under the guidance
of Miguel Vedda at the University of Buenos Aires in Argentina, and beginning
with a selection of feminist articles integrated into the HCDM under the super-
vision of Frigga Haug.

At long last, as this present volume proves, the ark is now releasing a first
sample of specimens in English. Following up on the diachronic practice main-
tained by the journal Historical Materialism over several years, in which it pub-
lished one English-language HCDM entry in each of its issues, this selected
volume, compiled under the aegis of and edited by Victor Strazzeri alongside
Konstantin Baehrens and Juha Koivisto, has the merit of, finally, bringing a syn-
chronic body of such selected ‘work samples’ ashore.

For the HCDM, this marks a decisive step. Why?

Well, as Friedrich Engels loved to say, ‘the proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing’. This collection accomplishes what ‘author guidelines’ never can: namely
to convey to potential authors, in our epoch’s foremost global language and
modus operandi, the criteria of this historical-critical or Dictionary of Con-
cepts (Begriffsworterbuch) in the epistemological sense of a concrete theor-
etical reconstruction of its objects that afford the HcDM the character of a
practical-theoretical encyclopaedia.

The reason can be summed up very succinctly — albeit not without summon-
ing a Roll of Honour for those we have lost along the way: most of the inter-
national founding generation of the HCDM project, many of whom — coming
from varying strands of Marxism and socialism and having played influential
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roles in the disputes over the ‘concrete analysis of a concrete situation? and the
best way forward for the workers’ movement — have succumbed to the ‘fury of
disappearance’ (Hegel)? that is time. It was a generation of internationally act-
ive and influential Marxist intellectuals, many of whom still spoke (or at least
read) German, as had been common in the first three Internationals, in the
Second and Third International at least up to the period immediately follow-
ing the First World War.

The loss of this generation turned the publication of selected texts for a
global English-reading public of university-educated intellectuals from all over
the world into a matter of survival for the HCDM project. The project relies on
these authors and courts their collaboration. And while not originally inten-
ded, the historicity or, indeed, historicality of our project has firmly inscribed
English-language publications into our repertoire. What exactly this may entail
in the future remains to be seen.

In reality, this historicality was inscribed into the HCDM project from quite
early on, seeing as it was launched on the 100th anniversary of Marx’s death
(1983) as a translation project of Georges Labica’s Dictionnaire critique du marx-
isme realised by two dozen notable academic intellectuals associated with
Das Argument. Without this journal and the various research projects that
emerged from it, the new project could not have been tackled. Then in 1984 it
was confronted with a concerted attack from the bxP’s staunchly mv-aligned
intellectuals under the aegis of the pxp-affiliated Institut fiir marxistische Stu-
dien und Forschungen (IMSF, Institute for Marxist Studies and Research). The
journal and the HCcDM both adhered to a “leftist-ecumenical” line, an approach
that generally included the DkP intellectuals as well. This was denounced as a
usurping of co-responsibility for the political culture among all those parts of
the left that operated within “shouting distance” of Marx, as Stuart Hall liked
to say, a responsibility supposedly reserved exclusively for “the party”. Things
became so heated that the author of these lines of text — who was respons-
ible for launching and developing the journal from 1959 onward as well as
initiating the Projekt Ideologie-Theorie (‘Project Ideology Theory’) in 1978, the
Berliner Volksuniversitdt (‘Berlin People’s University’) in 1980, and the HCDM
in 1983 — was barred from the 1MSF after a formal hearing, albeit without ever

2 This is how Lenin addressed the basic tenet also expressed in part 2 of Antonio Labriola’s
Essays on the Materialist Conception of History, describing it as ‘the very gist, the living soul
of Marxism’ (Cw 31/166); priority should be given ‘not [to] logical reasoning, but [to] actual
developments, the actual experience’ (Cw 25/414), which, of course, subsequently require
theoretical analysis.

3 See Appendix below.
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having been affiliated to begin with. This author’s combative response was a
two-volume collection of political-theoretical analyses with the programmatic
title Pluraler Marxismus (Haug 1985 and 1987). The starting point of its Preface
is the so-called ‘Yalta memorandum’ dictated by the chairman of the Italian
cP, Palmiro Togliatti, shortly before his death in 1964. Faced with the effects of
the Sino-Soviet split, Togliatti then formulated — in reference to the communist
parties and socialist countries as a whole — the postulate of ‘unita nella diversita,
unity in diversity [...] in the diversity of our concrete political positions, con-
forming to the situation and degree of development in each country’.

In the projects mentioned here, we transferred Togliatti’s approach to the
conditions within the left. For the internationally oriented HCcDM such a pro-
cedure was a matter of course. Yet, wherever there was mention of plurality,
those summoned from their fortresses to join a context of rational and free
debate would mishear and instead deduce this only to be a prescriptive plural-
ism directed against coherent critical theory, which Margherita von Brentano
(Das Argument 1971), then vice-president of Free University Berlin, had criti-
cised on our West-Side of the Iron Curtain where pluralism was obligatory, as
a ‘battle cry’ for institutional sanctioning, or, to put it rather bluntly, repression
of any ‘theory that contradicts and threatens the dominant theory’ (2010, 331).4

No, plural Marxism does not entail arbitrariness, but rather research-based
unity within diversity; not proceeding from dogmas, but from real problems
and crises, which, according to Antonio Labriola — the “last orthodox Marxian”
(Karl Korsch) — has to be analysed as a mute self-criticism of the specific
social relations and their stages of development. At least with a view to the
advancement of Marxism in the different world regions, respect for diversity
and difference had to be recognised as imperative. At the same time, history’s
open horizons, traversing all differences, made and always again make con-
stant engagement with the question of “What is to be done?” inevitable. An
inevitable form of this engagement is controversy, with the danger of division
constantly looming in the background.

How to accommodate all this within a conceptual dictionary? — We decided
to attempt to defuse the danger of division through well-argued critiques and
philologically precise reasoning. Criticism of other authors must always be

4 Only a week after the fall of the Berlin Wall in the night of 9/10 November 1989, the IMSF
‘formally “rehabilitated” me (and Das Argument)’ (Haug 1990, 134). The names ‘from the GDR’
on the Roll of Honour that concludes this Invitation indicate the extent of the contribution
to the HKWM'’s core content from critical Marxists, particularly from the erstwhile ML con-
text among them, not least our co-editor the historian Wolfgang Kiittler. It was, so to speak, a
fortunate ‘eastward expansion’ of the ‘ark), albeit not without setbacks and disappointments.
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presented in a way that allows for a response and clarifies the contradictions
and unresolved issues of the problematic under scrutiny. The boundaries we
established in this regard include the following guidelines: no name dropping,
nor concept dropping, in short, no citation cartels. In positive terms, then,
we urge that lines of reasoning be documented through accurately referenced
source citations, so as to enable future readers to judge the reasoning contexts
for themselves and to pursue further research. In this regard, the Preface to
HKWM 4 (1999) reads:

If plurality is to imply more than mere disparity, it requires work. Par-
allel to the expansion of the scope and the growing diversity of the
political-cultural heritage and style of the authors, our editorial tasks also
increased considerably. The inclusion of theme areas that had been tradi-
tionally neglected by Marxists and in which the corresponding theoretical
culture was therefore poorly developed did not make our task any easier.
The translation work, language and content editing, research of quotes
and text information details, not least the condensing and avoiding of
redundancies, and, finally, multiple rounds of corrections and proofread-
ing, were virtually never-ending, [...] Interventions were skewed towards
making an argument more historically and philologically precise, and at
times towards making sprawling material more compact. The design prin-
ciple of conceptual fragmentation came with the danger of overlapping,
which had to be reduced as far as possible during final editing. This pro-
cess demanded a great deal from all parties involved — authors, editors,
the coordinator, and the editor-in-chief.

The fact that the path from French, and in particular from German to English
(especially American English), encounters linguistic filters in which some of
the language of dialectics may become snared, was already noted by Fredric
Jameson in the Preface to his work Marxism and Form. Here, he mercilessly
rails against the widespread ‘mixture of political liberalism, empiricism, and
logical positivism’ (1971, x). We agree on his point that the dialectical method
requires ‘a concrete working through of detail’ (xi). Any result is the outcome
of a prior development that demands meticulous scrutiny. We refer to this as
genetic reconstruction. Though it may not be the easier path, it is certainly the
most rewarding one, as it extrapolates the experience and concept of the sub-
ject matter which is being investigated.

One basic contradiction that is present in our project is due to the original
publication being in German, which during the first two or even three phases of
Marxism had been the established language of the international Marxist work-
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ers' movement. These days the German language has been reduced to a de facto
‘local dialect), as the Croatian-born author Boris Buden recently asserted with
both a subversive ironic tone and a sense of resignation, citing the example of
a new (third) translation of Marx’s Capital into Slovenian (2013), ‘a language
spoken by fewer than 2 million people) while, at the same time, the works of
the world-famous ‘Slovenian School’ of philosophy and cultural theory, and of
Marxism, ‘are exclusively written in English. And, as far as they refer to Marx,
they necessarily rely on English translations of his writings’ (Buden 2019, 151,
fn. 27; on the error sources of such an anglophone enclosure of Marx see Haug
2017).

Wolfgang Fritz Haug
Esslingen am Neckar, 5 October 2022
Translated by Jan-Peter Herrmann

Appendix

Anyone who relates to the history of Marxism like someone who
doesn’t remember anything cannot be a good Marxist.

Based on Lenin®

The following Honour Roll unmistakably shows that the volumes published so
far — to say it in the words of Marx’s sixth thesis on Feuerbach — are ‘in their
reality’ not the work of a German group, but rather the collective international
work and, indeed, achievement of contributors representing many autonom-
ous facets of a global Marxism.

At the same time, however, the Honour Roll reveals the gaping hole that
death has torn into the fabric of our group of collaborating authors over the
years. The first and foremost aim of these invitational remarks and of the sub-
sequent Honour Roll is to commemorate these contributions of the past. In
doing so, then, we hope these lines are also understood as an invitation to read-

5 Cf. Lenin, The Ideological Struggle in the Working-Class-Movement (May 4, 1914; CW 20/278—
80).
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ers to enter into dialogue with the HcDM and its ongoing reception and impact,
while joining the efforts to pursue its actual task, namely to progressively com-
pile an historical critical dictionary of Marxist concepts — i.e., to update these
concepts and apply them to our challenges of today and, in the process, to con-
tinually test, renew, and refine them over and over, again and again. May these
historical voices serve as an encouragement to build on and resume their work
in one form or another in forthcoming volumes.

Let us remember, from Egypt, Samir Amin (Anti-colonialism),® one of the
most enduringly influential voices from the Global South, who became head of
the Third World Forum in 1980; Anouar Abdel-Malek (Non-alignment), author
of Egypte, société militaire (Paris 1962, Ital. and Span. 1967, Engl. and Germ.1971);
from India Ajit Roy (Gandhism 1), who was very influential in the South Indian
autonomous Marxist scene, who represented a Marx-oriented anti-Stalinist
Marxism with the Occasional Letters of The Marxist Review, and also did so
internationally, for example through his participation in the Lelio-Basso Per-
manent Peoples’ Tribunal; the Marxist theologian Bastiaan Wielenga, working
in Tamil Nadu, had put us in contact with Roy, and, moreover, wrote twelve
essential articles for the HCDM (Atheism, Village community, Gandhism 11,
Justice I, Green Revolution, Gulag, Indian question, Church of the poor 1, Small-
holders/small peasants 11, Colonial mode of production, Leviathan, Moloch);
finally, let us think of Ramkrishna Bhattacharya (ancient Indian materialism),
from Kolkata, famous for his extensive work on Indian materialism, espe-
cially the ancient Indian Carvaka/Lokayata system. From China, let us think
of Su Shaozhi from the People’s Republic of China (Chinese cultural revolu-
tion), former Director of the Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the Academy of
Social Sciences, and also of labour movement historian Yin Xuji of the Central
Translation Institute, both of which are based in Beijing; from Latin America
let us think of the philosophers Adolfo Sanchez Vazquez (unfortunately, we
did not retrieve his article in time), who, born in Spain, fought as a young com-
munist poet in the civil war and then later, during his exile in Mexico, further
elaborated Marx’s approaches to a philosophy of praxis and a corresponding
aesthetics, as well as Bolivar Echeverria, who linked the world of mestizaje cul-
tural in the midst of capitalist modernity with the ‘critique of this modernity
at the top of the neoliberal and postmodern Index librorum prohibitorum: El
Capital, de Marx’ (1994, 18), and who co-founded the intermittent Latin Amer-
ican editorial group of the HCDM under the aegis of Gabriel Vargas Lozano
in Mexico City; from Japan, let us think of the internationalist Luxemburgist

6 The keywords which have been worked on by the respective authors are listed in parentheses.
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Narihiko Ito (Something); from the USA, let us think of Lawrence Krader (Asi-
atic mode of production, Ownership/property, Form and substance), editor of
The Ethnological Notebooks of Karl Marx (1972); let us think of the co-founder of
world-systems theory Immanuel Wallerstein (Bourgeoisie/middle classes 11); of
the feminist epistemologist and standpoint theorist Nancy Hartsock (Domina-
tion/rule IT), active on many fronts including the foundation of social institu-
tions, teaching and writing, who was President of the Western Political Science
Association (1994—95) and founding director of the Center for Women & Demo-
cracy in Seattle; of Joseph Buttigieg (Prison Notebooks) from the University
of Notre-Dame (Indiana), the translator and editor of the initial published
volumes of the planned comprehensive multi-volume English edition of Gram-
sci’s Prison Notebooks, with whom we had been in close contact; of Norman
Birnbaum (Struggle/fight), a professor at Georgetown University Law School
who was also a classical intellectual in terms of his critical and political work,
who contributed to many left-wing journals and whose activities included
working as a consultant for Robert and Edward Kennedy, for United Auto Work-
ers, and for the German Green Party; of William H. Shaw (Functional explana-
tion) from San José State University; of the labour movement intellectual Stan-
ley Aronowitz (Power elite of the USA) from the City University of New York;
from Canada, of Frank Cunningham from the University of Toronto, former
President of the Canadian Sociological Association, who welcomed the launch
of the HCcDM as ‘world historic’; of North American historian Ellen Meiksins
Wood (Origin of capitalism), editorial board member of New Left Review, co-
editor of Monthly Review, later inducted into the Royal Society of Canada; of
Roger Simon (Collective memory 11); from Australia, let us think of the epi-
stemologist and science theorist Wal A. Suchting (Empiricism, Epistemology,
Experiment, Falsificationism); from then-Yugoslavia, of Milo§ Nikoli¢, the spir-
itus rector of the annual ‘Socialism in the World’ conferences in Cavtat, where
the HcDM forged many of its initial contacts with contributors; from England,
Monty Johnstone, one of the most striking voices from the cpPGB leadership
and former co-editor of the English edition of the Collected Works of Marx and
Engels, who concerned himself with the controversial topic of Democratic cent-
ralism; let us think of the Jamaican-born pioneer of British cultural studies,
who moved ‘within shouting distance of Marx’, Stuart Hall (Identification I);
of the historian Gerald Aylmer (English Revolution), from St. Peter’s College,
Oxford; and of the British historian Eric Hobsbawm, who grew up in Vienna and
Berlin; from France, of Paul Boccara (Informational revolution), Henri Lefebvre
(Everydayness/dailyness, Surplus product, Metaphilosophy I), of Claude Meil-
lassoux (Anthropology), of Georges Labica, the grandfather, as it were, of the
HCDM project, whose article Dismantling of the state opens the first volume,
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later followed by that on Illegality; of Lucien Seve (Historical forms of individu-
ality), who passed away after contracting Covid before he was able to complete
his article on Nonlinearity; of Michel Vadée (Ensemble of the social relations I),
of André Tosel (Communism), and Arnaud Spire (Ideal 11, Collective action 1),
who participated in the management of Espaces Marx and maintained the link
with the HCDM, all of whom were active in the pcF; of Larry Portis (Society),
whose path led him from Bremerton (Washington) in the United States to the
University of Montpellier in the 1970s and brought him into contact with the
anarcho-syndicalist movement; from Sweden, let us think of Carl-Henrik Her-
mansson (Finance capital 1), the leader of the Left Party there, who spurred
the party’s emancipation from cpsu hegemony; from Finland, of Veikko Pietild
(Abstract/concrete, Analysis/synthesis, Apologetics, Concept, Formal abstrac-
tion/real abstraction, Research/presentation, Social law), who helped shape the
HCDM project from the outset and enriched it with his scientific-theoretical
articles; from Belgium, of Ernest Mandel (Classless society 1), the leading intel-
lect and theoretician of the Fourth International, from whom we still have a
posthumous text waiting to be published; from Italy, of the Spinoza scholar
Emilia Giancotti Boscherini (Determinism 1), editor of the Lexicon Spinozanum;
of Antonio A. Santucci (Gramscianism), whose works ‘include the complete
Italian critical editions of Gramsci’s pre-prison and prison letters’; of Giorgio
Baratta, the founding chair of the International Gramsci Society, and of his
brother Alessandro Baratta (Critical criminology I); let us think of the unbend-
ing communist Marxist Domenico Losurdo (Fundamentalism), whose two-
volume Intellectual Biography and Critical Balance-Sheet on Nietzsche was pub-
lished by InkriT in German translation; from Spain, let us think of Francisco
‘Paco’ Fernandez Buey; from Greece, of Kosmas Psychopedis (Hegelianism,
Idea) from the University of Athens; from the former GDR (‘East Germany’), let
us think of Jiirgen Kuczynski, the resistance fighter against Nazism and later
doyen of social and workers’ history in the GDR (Misery/poverty); of Lothar
Bisky (Informational society), the long-time chairman of the pDs, under whose
leadership it merged with the West German wasG to form the party Die Linke
(The Left); of Michael Schumann (Renewal, Mistake/error), one of the leading
reformers as the SED evolved into the pDS, to whom the HcbM owes much
of its early funding; of Hanna Behrend (Denazification), who emigrated from
Nazi Germany to France, then to England, before returning to Germany, or
rather the GDR, after the victory of the Allies, and under these changing con-
ditions ceaselessly pursued the goal of a just society, including as a member
of the Argument women'’s editorial team; of the sociologist and class analyst
Helmut Steiner (Class analysis, Expropriation of Marxism), who was the editor-
in-chief of the journal Utopie kreativ, which appeared from 1990—2008 and was
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important for the discussion between Eastern and Western Marxist intellec-
tuals, and who was a corresponding member of the Argument editorial board
from 1998 to 2005 and then a member of the journal’s Scientific Advisory Board;
of Dieter Wittich (Experience, Immaterial, Materialism and Empirio-criticism);
of Helmut Seidel, whose death occurred before he could submit the article we
had agreed that he would write, and of the long-time HCDM editorial board
member and author Thomas Marxhausen, who had been engaged in the MEGA
and who, from the end of the 1990s onwards, served as a mainstay of our edit-
orial board for a decade and contributed a substantial body of articles within
our collective work of a dictionary (Ivory tower, Development, Extra profit, Fact-
ory legislation, Commodity fetishism, Functionary, Secret diplomacy, Secret, Just
wages, Glasnost, Historic mission of the working class, Historical School of Eco-
nomics, Jacobinism, Capital-editions, Kautskyism I, Classical political economy,
Collectivisation 11, Communist Manifesto, Consumption); of the musicologist
Giinter Mayer, to whom we are grateful not only for a complex of foundational
politico-aesthetic entries (Aesthetics, Basis aesthetics, Campaign against form-
alism, Formalism [Russian], Kitsch, Internet II [its utopian aesthetic-political
beginnings], Barracks communism [together with Alexander Buzgalin]), but
also for the unforgettable musical programmes at InkriT’s annual international
HCDM conferences; let us also remember Heinrich Taut, who remained youth-
fully impetuous in his old age, and contributed not only as an author (Need,
Awareness), but also as an editorial board member; from the Federal Republic
of Germany (‘West Germany’), let us think of Margherita von Brentano, who,
like Helmut Fleischer, Heiner Ganfimann, and Hella Tiedemann-Bartels, con-
tributed to the German translation of Labica’s Dictionnaire critique du marx-
isme; of the theologian Helmut Gollwitzer (Christianity and Marxism), a leftist-
ecumenical spirit with the confidence inherent in world-changing praxis from
whom we have learned how to resist; of the philosopher and social histor-
ian Leo Kofler (Elite), who was influenced by Austro-Marxism, especially Max
Adler; of Klaus Holzkamp, the founder of Marxist Critical Psychology, who
is quoted in many HCDM entries but died before he could write his planned
article; of the democratic communist Theodor Bergmann, tireless co-creator
and author from the very beginning (Agrarian question, Agrarian reform/land
reform, Workers control, Workers’ self-management, Insurrection/uprising, Peas-
ant war, and a further 15 entries, including on Chinese reform policy); of Chris-
tian Sigrist, a researcher of acephalous societies (Commune); of the art his-
torian Jutta Held (Architecture), founder of the Guernica-Gesellschaft, and of
her colleague and husband Norbert Schneider (Fine arts, Art market, Melan-
choly 1), with her teaching at the University of Oldenburg, and him at Miinster
University; of Hansgeorg Conert (Command economy, Decentralisation) from
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the University of Bremen; of the theologian Dorothee Sélle (Feminist theology),
who was involved in bringing the ecumenical Political Night Prayer into being;
of Erich Wulff (Anti-psychiatry, Satisfaction, Democratic Psychiatry, Mental ill-
ness, Instance 11), who — while participating in the foundation of a modern
Psychiatry department at the university of Hué in Vietnam — not only opened
a new chapter in the field of Transcultural Psychiatry but also witnessed atro-
cities committed by the US army in Vietnam and made them public interna-
tionally under the pseudonym Georg W. Alsheimer (back in West Germany he
taught Social Psychiatry at the Hanover Medical School and acted as the long-
time Chairman of the West German Solidarity Committee with the Peoples of
Asia, Africa, and Latin America); let us also think of the Marxist-Keynesian eco-
nomist Herbert Schui (Keynesianism 11) from the Hamburg University of Eco-
nomics and Politics; of the political scientists Elmar Altvater (Disembedding),
Werner Goldschmidt (Separation of powers, Domination/rule 1, Class domina-
tion 11, Class struggle 11, Power 1), and the powerfully eloquent radical demo-
crat Wolf-Dieter Narr (Inner-party democracy, Clientelism, Control); of Volker
Schurig, a biologist who was also involved in the development of Critical Psy-
chology (Ape, Anatomy 1, Darwinism, Evolution, Struggle for existence, Lamarck-
ism, Lysenkoism 11); from Switzerland, let us think of Claudie Weill, who taught
at EHESS Paris (Emigration, Factory councils/workers’ councils); from Austria,
of the Austro-Marxist Eduard Mérz (Keynesianism I), of the opera enthusiast
Derek Weber (Commanding heights 11, Luxury 11) who, like Mérz, was based at
the Vienna University of Economics and Business; from the Netherlands, let us
think of the revolutionary theologian Ton Veerkamp (God, Heaven/hell, Messi-
anism I, Moloch), whose HCDM articles, together with his Political History of the
Grand Narrative, have linked the inquiry of the HCDM to the history and con-
tent of the monotheistic religions and the social movements that have emerged
from them. And so many others.

WFH

Abbreviations

DKkP  Deutsche Kommunistische Partei

IMSF  Institut fiir marxistische Studien und Forschungen, linked to the bxp

InkriT Berliner Institut fiir kritische Theorie, institutional editor of the HCDM

ML Marxism-Leninism

pDS  Partei des demokratischen Sozialismus, resulting from the antistalinist reform
of the SED in the wake of 1989

SED Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands, ruling party of the GDR up until

1989
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WASG  Arbeit & soziale Gerechtigkeit — Die Wahlalternative, German political party
founded 2004 by leftist members of the Social Democratic Party of Germany
(spp) and trade union actors, merged with the PDs in 2007 to form the demo-

cratic-socialist party DIE LINKE.
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Foreword

The sudden downfall of the Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc after 1989, an
upheaval of cataclysmic proportions, left many of us in a state of shock, disbe-
lief, grief, relief, doubt, and hope. It forced us to take stock of what was irretriev-
ablylost, and what could and should be saved. The Historical-Critical Dictionary
of Marxism (HCDM) is imbued with this traumatic moment. The project, begun
in 1983, one hundred years after Karl Marx’s death, underwent a complete reset
before the first volume of the Historisch-kritisches Worterbuch des Marxismus
(title of the original German edition) appeared in 1994. Edited by Wolfgang
Fritz Haug and later by an editorial team, it is an undertaking of epochal scope,
ambition, and importance. Its entries adhere to the highest standards of philo-
logical accuracy, scholarly erudition, and painstaking historical reconstruction.
Transcending its European origins, it is the work of more than eight hundred
Marxists from every corner of the English-speaking world, as well as from Latin
America, India, and China — where a translation of the first volume appeared in
2019 —, from Western and Eastern strands of Marxist thought. Beginning with
volume 6, each new volume was subdivided into two volumes. With more than
1,500 entries, its projected fifteen large-format volumes may well end up as
twenty. The halfway point of the project was reached in 2012 with volume 8/1;
the latest volume to appear is 9/1 (2018). At that pace it may well take another
twenty years until the publication of the final volume.

A drawback, you say. It is a drawback only if you expect the HCDM to be
a museum where Marx’s concepts and terminology, if not Marxism itself, are
preserved in the form of fixed entities, explained once and for all. The fact that
nearly thirty years have elapsed since the publication of volume 1 is a meta-
phor for the project itself: it is a work in progress, profoundly dialectical in
nature. Each lemma describes a term or concept in motion, evolving, changing,
shedding older shadings under the impact of history, and acquiring new ones.
Marx’s concepts are shown in a state of evolution; the HcDM both captures and
embodies that state. Earlier positions have shifted, our understanding of 1989
and its consequences have evolved. New concepts and sites of struggle emerge,
from post-colonial to feminist, from gender to ecology. They are presented in
statu nascendi as critical theories about them take shape.

Each entry is written from a present moment, and each new volume is an
account of the status of Marxist theory at that moment, as well as an interven-
tion in ongoing debates. The volumes of the HCcDM have themselves become
part of the history of Marxist theory — an unfinished record of an unfinished

story.
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The German origin of the HCDM offers a unique historical opportunity to
combine Western and Eastern strands of Marxist thought. The HCDM recon-
structs the internal divisions within Marxism, and provides analytical tools for
interrogating its history. It preserves intellectual resources of Eastern Marx-
ism from falling into oblivion. It does not neatly separate Marxist theory from
the crimes committed in its name and associated with figures from Stalin
to Pol Pot. As an essential part of the history of Marxism, the communist
political systems remain an object of historical-critical investigation for the
left. The HCDM opens up a safe space for mourning and critical renewal. The
end of the system of “administrative socialism” (Fredric Jameson) was experi-
enced by many Marxists as a liberation not from Marx, as some would have us
believe, but from what in the Eastern bloc had become “Marxism-Leninism’,
a static, self-contained theory construct from which all dialectics had been
drained. Against this the HCDM posits and encourages direct access to Marx
and the history of Marxist theory. When misinformation, distortions, and anti-
enlightenment positions spread instantly to the farthest reaches of the globe,
we need to revisit and verify our sources and ascertain the facticity of our argu-
ments.

The HCDM insists on the plurality of Marxist thinking. Plurality, and plur-
alism are key concepts in Wolfgang Fritz Haug’s thinking about Marxism. Pro-
fessor emeritus of philosophy at Freie Universitit Berlin, Haug has published
more than thirty books on Marxist theory, ranging from theories of fascism
and high-tech capitalism to Commodity Aesthetics (original edn. 1971, new edn.
2009), and on the transition from the Soviet Union to post-communist Rus-
sia; he is a co-founder of the Marxist theory journal Das Argument (now in its
63rd year), co-editor of a ten-volume annotated German edition of Gramsci’s
prison notebooks, and founder of the Berlin Institute of Critical Theory. A key
component of the HCDM’s pluralism is its feminism, more precisely its Marxist
feminism or feminist Marxism. It contains numerous entries on gender rela-
tions, on gender-related exploitation, on domestic labour, and the feminisation
of poverty. Spiritus rector behind this component is Haug’s wife Frigga Haug,
professor emerita of sociology and a leading figure of leftist German femin-
ism who has written, edited, or co-edited numerous books on Marxism and
feminism. Also on the editorial board are historian Wolfgang Kiittler, former
department head of the Central Institute of History at the Academy of Sci-
ences of the GDR, with numerous publications on the theory and methodology
of historiography and on Marx’s theory of history; and Peter Jehle, associate
professor of Romance Studies at Potsdam University, chairman of the Berlin
Institute of Critical Theory, and co-editor of Das Argument, whose publications
have a focus on Gramsci.
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From its inception, and commensurate with Marxism’s global presence both
as a theory and as a political practice, the HCDM was intended for an interna-
tional audience. German was the language of Marx and Engels, of Marxist the-
orists such as Rosa Luxemburg, Georg Lukacs, Ernst Bloch, and Bertolt Brecht.
The defeat of Nazi Germany also put an end to the international importance
of the German language. English became the global lingua franca. The ascend-
ance, after 1968, of Marxist theorists writing in many different languages, from
Antonio Gramsci to Mao Zedong, José Carlos Mariategui, and Louis Althusser,
made the need for an English language edition of the HCDM ever more pressing.
While specialists will still need to go back to the texts in their original languages,
the English edition of the HCDM is meant for the many for whom this is not an
option.

Is the HCDM only for Marxists? Are you a Marxist? You're not sure you know
enough to call yourself a Marxist? You don’t want to be pinned down? You want
to know if being a Marxist includes — or excludes — being a Leninist, a Lux-
emburgist, a Trotskyist, a Lukacsian, a Blochian, a Gramscian, a Brechtian, an
Althusserian (or a Stalinist)? Does being a Marxist define you as an intellec-
tual disconnected from the real suffering of the vast majority of mankind? And
what could it mean to be a Marxist in one’s everyday activities? How can you
participate in working toward changing the world, toward organising society in
such a way that it works for the many, rather than the few? If these questions
haunt and trouble you, the HCDM is for you.

How to use the HCDM? You can start by looking up any lemma. This will likely
lead you to another lemma, and another, and another. It will lead you through
erudite reconstructions and heated debates, through contradictions, pitfalls,
failures, and triumphs, through dead ends and new beginnings. Your curios-
ity, your desire for knowledge, and your empathy with those these volumes are
about, can get you hooked. You can both lose and find yourself in these pages.
The HCDM is a site for open-ended learning, and in this way it is a joyful exper-
ience.

As for the above reference to Marxism’s global presence, it would seem
more appropriate to talk about the global presence of neoliberal capitalism:
a system fuelled by a financial industry severed from the “real” economy, push-
ing through reactionary social policies that foster xenophobia and racism.
Marxism, with its immense scope and splendour of human thinking in the
service of mankind, while fully conscious of the horrors perpetrated in its
own name, remains the utopian other of this system. As long as the vast
majority of people on the planet and the planet itself are exploited while the
few acquire unimaginable wealth, it cannot disappear. Walter Benjamin, in
his Commentaries on Brecht’s Poems, wrote of the poem ‘Von der Freundlich-
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keit der Welt’ (On The World’s Kindness) that it contains a ‘minimum pro-

gram of humanity’ That is as good a summary as any of the usefulness of the
HCDM.

Robert Cohen



From the Preface to the First Volume of the HKwM

This is not the first time that a new dictionary has emerged from the inten-
tion to translate, revise, or supplement a previous one.! The most renowned
reference book of the Enlightenment, Denis Diderot’s Encyclopédie, grew out of
a translation project; Joachim Ritter’s Historisches Worterbuch der Philosophie
began as the revision of another. The Historical-Critical Dictionary of Marxism
resulted from the planning of supplementary volumes to a translation. These
volumes were announced in the preface to the German edition of Georges Lab-
ica’s Dictionnaire critique du marxisme in 1983.2 They were intended to lend
additional — especially German — emphases to the existing French focus of the
work. Every critical school of thought related to Marx was invited to contribute.
When, in what was then two-state Germany, the project found itself dead-
locked between dogmatic anathema on the one side and social-liberal reserve
on the other, it took on a more international approach — not least through seek-
ing out collaboration, wherever possible, with intellectuals from the “tricontin-
ent” of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The limits of the supplement form were
soon exceeded, if only for the obvious fact that the scope had grown to a size
which was many times that of the original.

At the same time, there were also internal reasons for this new start. A new
type of problematic surfaced, in the broad sense of a configuration of fields of
crisis and critique. The ‘Limits to Growth’ and other existential problems with
which the new social movements concerned themselves, as well as the imple-
mentation of the high-tech mode of production, all led to a progressive shift in
the questions at hand. Soviet perestroika — and ultimately the fall of the Soviet
Union and end of the international order which had emerged out of the Octo-
ber Revolution of 1917 and the victory of the antifascist East-West alliance in the
Second World War — promoted an “epistemological break” and a drive toward
historicisation, pushing the dictionary project into completely new territory.

1 Historisch-kritisches Worterbuch des Marxismus, edited by Wolfgang Fritz Haug in collabor-
ation with nearly 1,000 scholars. Volume One of 15 came out in 1994 (Hamburg: Argument-
Verlag); by 2022 eight more volumes have been published, some of them double volumes.
Entries are in German. Foreign-language equivalents to the lemmas are provided in Arabic,
English, French, Russian, Spanish, and Chinese. For details see www.inkrit.de.

2 Georges Labica and Gérard Bensussan, Kritisches Worterbuch des Marxismus, German edi-
tion, edited by Wolfgang Fritz Haug in eight volumes (Hamburg: Argument-Verlag, 1983-89).
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Although Joachim Ritter’s Historisches Worterbuch der Philosophie set a vir-
tually unattainable standard in terms of its erudition, it is a remarkable experi-
ence to place the accumulated knowledge of the two works next to one another:
not only are there hardly any points of overlap, but it is also as if the Historisch-
kritisches Warterbuch des Marxismus spoke into a gaping silence, a silence
which marks the discourse of the other work as bourgeois — just as the breaking
of this bourgeois silence is what necessitates the existence of a Marxist diction-
ary.

After the breakdown of the communist experiment, historical and critical
attention to the now-defunct form appears to the zeitgeist to be of merely
archaeological interest, as if there were neither ‘Western Marxism’ nor the man-
ifold academic and cultural Marxisms of the intellectuals. Even if this were so,
and Marxism had really ceased to exist, it would nevertheless remain a part of
our history. The science, culture, and politics of the 20th century are impossible
to understand if one does not take into account the Marxian challenge and the
varied and antagonistic reactions to it.

In any case, any declaration of its demise is premature. An unfinished project
cannot die, as long as the existential problems which it had begun to address
have neither been solved nor rendered irrelevant. Marxist thought is not an
insular or sectarian phenomenon. It emerged and continues to develop out of
practical and theoretical attention to the questions of human socialisation and
natural relations, as well as of antagonisms and crises. These questions concern
everyone. They remain unresolved, and this lack of resolution is increasingly
perceived as a question of the survival of humankind on ‘Spaceship Earth’, even
if the scope of these questions is barely understood.

Just as the history of Christianity was not ended by the fall of early Christian
rule, neither has the theoretical and practical search for amodel of socialisation
based on the principles of solidarity and environmental sustainability been
ended by the fall of communist rule. The crimes committed in the name of
socialism can no more erase the ethical and political substance of the social-
ist idea than the immeasurable crimes committed in the name of Christianity
could erase the Christian ethical impulse.

Joachim Ritter wrote in the preface to the first volume of his Worterbuch that
‘it cannot be predicted how a new synthesis will one day look, nor whether it is,
or is not, already in play’. This sentence could also be applied to Marxist know-
ledge on the threshold of the 21st century. From this body of knowledge, it is
just as impossible to predict which individual elements will one day be taken
up again, and in which combination they will appear.

This fissured knowledge shot through with manifold antagonisms, this
knowledge with its insights and blind spots, presumptions and experiences,
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its refuted hypotheses and points of unrealised potential, is the unwieldy and
boundless material of the historical-critical dictionary. It goes without saying
that this material can never be exhaustively represented, and that any rep-
resentation is only possible in the form of digression and from a restricted
standpoint. Additionally, a clear demarcation of the material would have made
little sense, since it is in communication primarily with European traditions
and since the bridges between Marxist and “bourgeois” knowledge have always
been open, even if often traversed incognito from both sides. The presentation
of models of thought, conceptual tools, and delineation of thought processes
opens up connections in every direction and reveals possible sites of interac-
tion.

The current historical configuration is both favourable and unfavourable for
the project of a historical-critical dictionary of Marxism. The collapse of Marx-
ist state censorship is advantageous when it comes to reflecting on the past; the
archives are open and the theories ownerless. The antihistorical grip which the
“victors” hold on history is unfavourable; in many ways it equates to an erasure
of social memory. The post-communist situation thus imprints the title terms
‘historical’ and ‘critical’ with an emphatic relevance to the present-day; these
terms address the critical (and self-critical) evaluation of historical experience
on the one hand, and the scientific review, analysis, and critical examination of
an enormous theoretical corpus on the other. A historical-critical glimpse into
the labyrinthine “library” of Marxist knowledge can help effect a curative return
to one’s senses. Working through memory in this way may even contribute to
the dissolution of blind ‘repetition compulsion’.

The demise of Marxism-Leninism initially has left behind an accumulated
historical guilt in the collective memories of humanity’s peoples. This is reflec-
ted in an enormous mountain of historical debris, one which threatens to
indiscriminately bury both that system’s rational elements and seeds for the
future, along with those elements which are irrational and hostile. This situ-
ation makes dealing with the stress and pain of the negative in the form of
‘ruthless criticism’ a condition of survival for Marxist thought. Only in this way
can humankind’s treasure trove of enlightening wisdom and social imagina-
tion be successfully saved from the wreckage. It is only the ‘saving critique), as
spoken of by Walter Benjamin, which is able to carry these treasures, as if on
Noah’s Ark, into a new era.

This kind of critique is also negative, it can hurt, but it never tacitly pur-
ports to be beyond that which it criticises. Instead it ventures into historical
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experience, and by accepting this experience, it is also able to accept its own.
This criticism does not lay claim to being the last word on the matter, but
rather breaks through the combination of gloomy silence and short-sighted tri-
umphalism.

Such much-needed attempts to do historical justice to the object of criti-
cism will not always succeed. Nevertheless, they must be made. Following a
setback, if hindsight creates an inflated sense of “knowing better”, this does not
necessarily indicate superior knowledge. Often enough, it is just another form
of incorrigibility. To simply switch sides after the state socialist catastrophe is
to shy away from responsible examination in favour of wilful amnesia.

One need not only recall the examples of opportunistic volte-faces after the
failure of the Soviet attempts at reform. De-Stalinisation had already produced
similar cases. In 1956, when Nikita Khrushchev denounced the crimes of Stalin
— which for the communist experiment was equivalent to being ‘released on
probation’, a probation which was forfeited no later than 1968 with the sup-
pression of Czechoslovakian reform communism — Henri Lefebvre remarked
thatithad become ‘fashionable among Marxists to make fun of quotations: “the
”’. He continues, explaining that this fash-
ion was started precisely by ‘the ones who before were unable to write a single

shortest way from one idea to another

line or say a single sentence without quoting Stalin. Nowadays they have found
other ways of disguising their ignorance and the emptiness of their minds’3

Without social memory, experience cannot exist. The purpose of a historical-
critical dictionary in these times of ‘historical rupture’ (Geschichtsbruch, as
Peter Glotz termed it) is to convey intellectual experiences through the pro-
cess of remembering. These intellectual experiences are made up of historical-
critical “quotation’, not only of the sort which displays brilliant achievements,
but also those which expose the theoretical emptiness of thought enamoured
of power.

The Historical-Critical Dictionary of Marxism has a strong philological em-
phasis, in addition to its practical-critical and experiential focus. All quotes
from and references to sources have been carefully recorded in the articles,
in order to facilitate further independent work and offer a kind of Ariadne’s

3 Henri Lefebvre, Critique of Everyday Life, vol. 1, transl. John Moore (London: Verso, 1991), 257
et sq.; transl. corr.
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thread as a guide through the labyrinths of literature. This also yields valuable
information as to which works merit being re-read in order to de-fetishise his-
tory. The history — or histories — these terms can recount, in their various usages
and connotations, have the power to subvert false certainties and seemingly
immovable edifices of thought.

The organisational structure of a conceptual dictionary seemed the most
suitable for this project, which is intended to lead to an open workshop atmo-
sphere rather than a closed-minded Weltanschauung. While the popular notion
of an encyclopaedia generally assumes that it has control over discrete spheres
of knowledge, interconnecting like the links of a chain, this dictionary rather
philosophises by taking a hammer to those conceptual spheres, breaking them
up into individual terms. The overarching meaning is not something already
given. The imagined sense of being able to command such knowledge at will
should instead make space for the deconstruction of hermeneutic totalities.
This theoretical reworking of “philosophical grammar” may aid in the intro-
duction of Marxist knowledge into a new “reflexive modernity” enlightened
by historical materialism, a modernity in which the common myths of subject
and meaning have dissolved, and which is consequently able to take up the
project of critical social theory anew, and to do this from a practical perspect-
ive.

4

Over 1,200 conceptual terms are addressed within: terms which have become
relevant to Marxism, with its various theoretical and practical strands, and
to social liberation movements. The theoretical and politically strategic terms
which had become particularly meaningful to Marx and Engels, and to the
lines of thought connected to them, were the first to be included. However,
terms have also been included which were unknown to the Marxist classics
or even to Marxist schools of thought, or at least were yet to find a home in
those traditions. This seemed to be the right choice when it came to articu-
lating historically-novel problematiques and epistemological claims, or terms
which illuminate previously-neglected facets of Marxism.

Many of these keywords derive from the current lexis of political theory
and have never before been included in comparable dictionaries. In these
keywords, many of which are newly coined, the problems of this era are articu-
lated. They are the unresolved issues of an epoch of global crises: the transition
to the high-tech mode of production of transnational capitalism; the failure of
Soviet society, caused by the structural inability to keep up with this transition;
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and the eruption of the North-South conflict in world capitalism once it was no
longer held in check by the East-West divide. Last but not least, the new social
movements, most importantly feminism and environmentalism, helped shape
this new lexis.

Even in places where the vocabulary is not new, the readings certainly are,
since they have let their questions be dictated by the times.

Historical events, geographical designations, and the names of organisations
have not been included, except in cases where they have become terms in
which strategic problems and reflections thereof are encapsulated. Names of
individuals appear within keywords only in the designation of doctrines, ideo-
logies, or schools which originated with them.

Metaphors, images, topoi, idioms, buzzwords, etc. are accepted whenever
they have become important to the articulation of theoretical-political con-
cepts. Ritter, however, did not accept such terms, even though he, along with
Hans Blumenberg, knew that they ‘lead to the substructure of thought.

Terms which have a ‘split’ history appear in a few cases as double entries
under the possible variant designations. The resulting polyphony and plur-
ality of perspectives is desirable. It brings us right to the centre of the still-
developing field of Marxism.

The formulation of the concept, the compiling of the keywords which were to
be included, and the seeking out of suitable authors occurred partly via pub-
lic and published discussion, and partly through consulting a large number of
scholars across every continent. Not everything that was initiated could be seen
to completion.

The publication of this first volume was ten years in the making, with all
texts worked on meticulously by the publishers and editorial team. In ‘diction-
ary workshops’, the submitted drafts were reviewed and then discussed with
the authors.

‘What we agree with leaves us inactive, Goethe once said, ‘but contradic-
tion makes us productive’. And productivity, one might add, propels us towards
contradiction. Therefore, let it be acknowledged as a strength that the authors
could disagree on topics even while working on them, just as in each living
academic or also political culture there must be a perpetual flow of dissenting
opinions. Needless to say, there has been no censorship of any kind. The initial
fixed scope of the articles soon gave way to greater permeability, so as not to
become a Procrustean bed.
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If there has been any editorial intervention, then this has been for the pur-
poses of historical-philological precision, and occasionally also to make an
overly-digressive text more compact. ‘Conceptual fragmentation’ as a design
princi